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The new WWF sheriff, Shawn 
Michaels, deserves a gold star on 
his chest for the role he played in 
WrestleMania XV. Just when the 
fans at the First Union Center in 
Philadelphia and the pay-per-view 
audience were about to be sub- 
jected to another one of Vince 
McMahon’s episodes of, “Let’s 
stack the deck against Steve 
Austin,” Shawn arrived on the 
scene to put Vince in his place 
(which is behind the curtain, where 
he belongs). 

It was a World title match, for 
crying out loud. If The Rock 
couldn’t defend the belt on his 


| a 


Whether Shawn Michaels is in the ring or on the microphone, WWF fans never seem 
to grow tired of his presence. Reader S.K. Hodges wrote to tell us just how great he 
thinks Shawn is. 
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own, then it was time for owner- 
ship of the belt to change. 

Even when McMahon came back 
and interfered on The Rock’s behalf, 
he still couldn’t get it done. “Stone- 
Cold” is clearly the better man. 

Keep up the good work, HBK; 
it’s time someone stood up to 
Vince and that wimp he calls a 
son. There is hope for the WWF 
as long as Michaels remains the 
commissioner. 

S.K. HODGES 
San Antonio, TX 


“In his May 1999 “No Holds 
Barred” column, Steve Anderson 


really stretched to find fault with 
Tony Schiavone. 
| really don’t think he was being 
unprofessional when he made a 
few jokes about Raw not being 
live like Monday Nitro. Big deal. 
The WWF is always making fun of 
WCW. Why isn't that considered 
unprofessional? | think people 
should just leave Schiavone 
alone. And as for him announcing 
that Mankind was going to win the 
title, | Know it was a bit uncalled 
for, but if you’re going to be mad 
at Schiavone, then you should 
also be mad at the Internet. If you 
go on any wrestling Web site, you 
can find out match results and 
important title changes when they 
actually happen—often days be- 
fore the matches are shown on TV. 
KIM BIANCO 
Boring, MD 


| want to thank you for writing 
about Juventud Guerrera in the 
June 1999 issue (“Juventud 
Guerrera: I’m Not Overlooked ... 
I’m Overjoyed!”). That story was 
the only reason | bought the 
magazine. Please write more 
about him the next chance you 
get. There is nearly not enough 
written about Juvi, and that is a 
shame, because he is such a 
great talent. 
BETTY MARTIN 
Dayton, OH 


| think THE WRESTLER should 
give some thought to making 
“From Bell To Bell” by Mike 
Quackenbush a monthly column 
rather than printing it every other 
month. 


Quackenbush provides excel- 
lent insight into the life of a pro- 
fessional wrestler. It is great to 
see the independent federations 
represented this way; it’s also 
nice reading about something 
other than what’s going on in 
WCW or the WWF. | think Mike 
does a great job. My friends and 
| wait anxiously every other 
month for our copies of THE 
WRESTLER to come in the mail 
just so we can read his column. 
It should definitely become a 
monthly feature. 

ROB FRENCH 
De Kalb, IL 


In regard to the subject of 
injuries in the current wrestling 
scene, | believe that many 
wrestlers are taking greater risks 
for the sake of career develop- 
ment. Of course, this isn’t always 
wise, because a flashy maneuver 
like the moonsault or a crazy 
move like falling from 20 feet in 
the air onto a hard surface can 
make you not just rich and fa- 
mous, but also crippled or dead. 

Wrestlers have always taken 
risks. The term “hardcore” might 
be new, but bloody cage and 

(Continued on page 68) 
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HE TEMPESTUOUS rela- 
tionship between Konnan 

and Kevin Nash has taken 
another turn, this time for the bet- 
ter—I think. “Big Sexy” cleared the 
ring of the NWO black and white 
after they attacked “K-Dogg” at the 
conclusion of his match with 
Horace on May 3—and now 
Konnan might actually be thinking 
about running with the ‘Pac again. 
The irony here is that it was 
Nash who killed Konnan’s mega- 
push back in January by leading 
an attack on him after the infa- 
mous NWO reunion. Konnan, 


6 The Wrestler 


arguably the Wolfpac’s most popu- 
lar member at the time, suddenly 
found himself left out of the 
NWO’s plans—and for no good 
reason. Now it seems Nash is 
looking to make amends with his 
former amigo. 

But why? 

“| was never really comfortable 
with the way that whole thing went 
down,” Nash admitted. “Sometimes 
you're forced to make a decision that 
is sound business-wise, but stinks 
otherwise. Running Stevie Ray and 
those guys off was just my way of 
saying, ‘Sorry, bro.” 


erin e 


By Dan Murphy 


Konnan acknowledged Nash’s 
aid with a knock of the fists, but 
how could he ever forget the way 
Nash laughed in his face as Scott 
Hall zapped him with a stun gun? 

“I'll never forget that,” Konnan 
said. “But I'll also never forget how 
none of those strawberries from 
WCW came out to help me. And | 
won't forget how nobody came out 
to help me when the black and 
white almost broke my shoulder. | 
was screaming for help, but they 
just ignored me. At least when | 
was with the ’Pac, they watched 
my back.” 


Bet you thought Konnan would 
never consider fighting on the 
same side as Kevin Nash or the @ 
NWO again after “Big Sexy” and © 
the Wolfpac gave him the boot last 
winter. Think again. 


At one time, DeGeneration X was the most dominant, tightly knit clique in the WWF, but with great 
teams come great egos. DX was victimized by the personal goals of its members and their thirst 
for the spotlight. 


After months of threatening to 
split up, the end finally came for 
DeGeneration X when Billy 
Gunn attacked X-Pac after their 
match on Raw in late-April. 
Gunn's tantrum drew the ire of 
Jesse James, who stood toe-to- 
toe with his former partner and 
exchanged right hands with him 
for 30 seconds. 

“That's what happens when 
everybody wants to be the star,” 
said former DX leader and current 
WWF Commissioner Shawn Mi- 
chaels. “Everybody wants to be 
the man in the spotlight, but 
there’s only enough room for one 
person. A lot of animosity builds 
up as the weeks and months go 
by. It’s no wonder these guys went 
at it.” 

«Michaels should know about 
fighting for the spotlight. He was 
tested several times by Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, who felt over- 
shadowed by the charismatic 
World champ. Similarly, X-Pac felt 
stifled by Helmsley, as did Chyna, 
before she and “Triple-H” reunited 
in The Corporate Ministry. Ex- 
actly how long was the friction 
growing between Gunn and 
James? 

“| don’t know,” Michaels admit- 


ted. “But I'd bet that ‘Road 
Dogg’s’ mike work drove Billy 
crazy after a while. Hell, Jesse 
stole the show. | mean, Billy 
started dropping his drawers all 
over the place. If that ain’t a des- 
perate attempt to get attention, | 
don’t know what is.” 

All-Japan superstar Mitsuharu 
Misawa won his fifth Triple Crown 
when he pinned Vader at the 
Tokyo Dome on May 2. Sixty-five 
thousand fans packed the Dome 


to watch the match and to pay 
their respects to late All-Japan 
President Giant Baba. 

Bruno Sammartino, Gene 
Kiniski, The Destroyer, and Lord 
Blears were also on hand at the 
Giant Baba Memorial Show to 
eulogize the big man and recall 
their classic bouts with him. 

“| had Baba’s spirit in me to- 
night,” Misawa said after his win. “I 
hope he is proud.” 

(Continued on page 69) 
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AVISHING” RICK RUDE 
always knew how to 
make an entrance. 

He took two long sabbaticals 
during his wrestling career. The 
first began when he left the WWF 
in 1990 and lasted until he made 
his WCW debut in 1991. The sec- 
ond began when he suffered what 
turned out to be a career-ending 
injury in Japan in 1994 and lasted 
until he began showing up in ECW 
in early-1997. During those long 
absences, he was still on the 
minds of wrestling fans, many of 
whom often asked, “When is Rick 
Rude coming back?” 

In October 1991, after a year- 
long absence, Rick Rude entered 
WCW. As the masked Halloween 
Phantom, he destroyed Tom Zenk 
at Halloween Havoc. Later in the 
night, he revealed his identity to all. 
No one was all that surprised, as 
rumors of his imminent return had 
been circulating, and no mask could 
have covered the features that had 
become so familiar to wrestling 
fans. But people were excited nev- 
ertheless. Rick Rude was back. 

He shook up the power struc- 
ture of WCW that night and target- 
ed prominent WCW fan favorites, 
most notably Sting. 

In the winter of 1997, after nearly 
three years away from the sport, he 
donned a hood in ECW. His target 
this time was Shane Douglas. Again, 
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When we last saw Rick Rude, who died 
on April 20, he was wearing an expensive 
suit and advising his good friend Curt 
Hennig. One thing Rude always knew 
how to do well was make an entrance. 


fans immediately recognized the dis- 
tinct features, not to mention the 
voice of the mystery man. But they 
didn’t care that he wouldn’t officially 
reveal his identity. They reveled in 
Rude’s return. By feuding with and 


Ce 


wet © 


subsequently joining Douglas, Rude 
again shook up the power structure 
in a major wrestling organization. 

His other two entrances over 
the past two years were equally 
surprising. First he came to the 
WWF to be a bodyguard for the 
original DeGeneration X. Then, in 
November 1997, he pulled his 
biggest shocker to date when he 
showed up with the NWO on a live 
Nitro. Keep in mind that on the 
same night he entered WCW, he 
was appearing on a taped Raw. If 
that weren't enough, Rude also 
appeared on ECW television over 
the weekend. 

Though his entrances were 
usually very noisy, his exits were 
almost understated. He left the 
WWF (twice), ECW, and WCW 
quietly. No farewell tributes. No 
going away speeches. 

By now you probably know that 
on April 20, 1999, Rick Rude died 
at the age of 40. We never got to 
say goodbye to him. He disap- 
peared from WCW TV without 
anyone really noticing. 

Rude left behind a wife, three 
children, and a lot of friends in the 
wrestling industry. Just as those that 
died before him, that is the biggest 
tragedy of all. Professional wres- 
tling has gone on without Rick 
Rude. But his family and friends 
will forever struggle with the loss. 

(Continued on page 72) 
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often. I'd rather receive an assignment, 

go straight to the source or sources, then 
write the story. Many members of the staff 
of THE WRESTLER have enjoyed friendly 
relationships with some big names over the 
years and still manage to maintain their 
objectivity. | don’t take that risk. 

That's why | was surprised when | got a 
call from Mankind, apparently just to chat. 
During the previous evening’s Sunday 
Night Heat, he had taken a brutal beating 
from the newly formed Corporate Ministry. 
Shane McMahon had locked the doors of 
the boiler room at the San Diego Sports 
Arena while Big Bossman, The Acolytes, 
The Mean Street Posse, and others kicked 
and stomped Mankind’s crumpled body. 
Paul Wight finally tore open the doors and 
cleared the boiler room. 

Mankind didn’t talk 
about his bumps and 
bruises. Instead, he 
rambled about the 
weather in Florida, the 
rising cost of neckties, 
and the great taste of 
certain canned pasta 
products. It was mean- 
dering, bordering on 
pointless. Yet | was flat- 
tered that he thought | 
would care. 

Even if | didn’t. 

| was about to find a 
polite way to end the con- 
versation when Mankind 
asked, “Want to guess 
where | went last night?” 
It was in a childish tone of 
voice, like a naughty boy 
begging to get caught. 

Not only did | take the bait, | choked on 
the hook. 

“Where?” | asked. 

“Have you ever wondered where the 
Smack Down Hotel really is?” pressed 
Mankind. 

| knew exactly where it was. It was locat- 
ed in The Rock’s deluded mind, between 
paranoia and delusions of grandeur. 

“Man, it was tough to find,” Mankind con- 
tinued. “I drove around for hours until | 
found this highway in San Diego. For some 
reason it wasn’t on the map. It’s called 
Know Your Role Boulevard, and it was real 
neat because there was Bossman, showing 
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Strange trip for Mankind 


a chain gang how to pick up bottles, plastic, 
trash, you name it. | kept on driving and 
there was a McDonald’s. The window 
looked like somebody threw a boulder 
through it. Anyway, | looked to my right and 
there it was: Jabroni Drive! 

“Boy, they gave that street the right 
name! Nothing but jabronis everywhere— 
on park benches, standing on the curb, 
hitching rides. | saw Michael Bolton, New 
Kids on the Block, and Cpl. Kirschner! So 
many jabronis | couldn’t see straight.” 

| was being dragged into Mankind’s 
world. | knew clicking my heels three times 
wouldn't get me out, either. 

“Then, directly to my left-hand side, | 
saw Candy [Butt] Lane. There was Billy 
Gunn sucking on a peppermint stick. | was 
getting closer. | knew the Roody-Poo 
: Bridge had to be straight 
ahead. But | couldn't 
find it. | saw a guy carry- 
ing a newspaper, so | 
rolled down the window 
and asked, ‘Sir, where 
is that confounded 
bridge?’ He pointed north- 
east, and there was a 
rickety old bridge. Since 
there was no way | 
could drive my car on 
that decrepit thing, | 
jogged stealthily across. 

“Lo and behold, there 
it was! The Smack Down 
Hotel! | ran inside, but no 
one was at the front desk. 
The elevator didn’t work, 
so | went up the steps to 
the third floor, ran down 
the hallway, and noticed 
one of the doors ajar. It was room 316. | 
pushed the door open, and you won't believe 
what | saw! Steve Austin was there with The 
Rock and Vince McMahon. They had opened 
a window and were yelling at someone. | 
crept behind them and peered outside. It was 
The Undertaker and Shane McMahon inside 
a crane with a wrecking ball and laughing like 
maniacs!” 

| almost asked Mankind whether he had 
been hit on the head during The Corporate 
Ministry's attack the night before. Then | 
thought about what he said. | realized the 
craziest prophecies often make the most 
sense. | thanked Mankind and told him to 
call me again sometime. oO 
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Thumbs Upto Sting. He has been a man of few words over the past few years, 
maybe because he knows action speaks louder than words. He celebrated his 
return to Nitro by, challenging WCW President Ric Flair to a match, then beat- 
ing him with his’scorpion deathdrop, despite Arn Anderson’s attempted inter- 
ference,.We’ve'never had any doubt that if Sting put his mind to it, and forgot 
about the grudges that often sideline him, he’d be the best wrestler in the 


world. When he talks~which isn’t that 
often—people listen. When he wrestles, 
it’s time to watch, Once again, Sting is 
among the hottest stars in the sport. 


Thumbs Up to Sable. Yeah, the success of herrecent-Piayboy shoot-might have 
gone straight to her head, but that’s okay,. because the majority of her male fans 
don’t look there anyway. And speaking of Sable’s male fansy here’s some great 
news for them. Sable announced on Raw that she’ will be appearing in a second 
Playboy layout. This issue isn’t expected to be out-until sometime next year, so in 
the meantime, Sable can keep her female fans satisfied by defending the WWF 
women’s title regularly. A beautiful woman 
who can wrestle and isn’t afraid to give the 
fans what they want. Now that’s what we 
call the real “Total Package.” 


Thumbs Up to Dallas Page. Congratulations to DDP on winning his first WCW 
World title. Sure, he won it under dubious circumstances. Special referee Randy 
Savage got involved in the four-way match involving Page, Ric Flair, Sting, and 
Hollywood Hogan, and delivered a top-rope elbow on Flair, the champ. With Hogan 
already eliminated and all three others on their backs, Page got up, scored with a 
Diamond cutter on Flair, and pinned him, Maybe the old Page wouldn’t have taken 


advantage of the situation, but then again, the 
old DDP never won the World title. Several 
years ago, Page was nearly penniless. Now 
his riches-to-rags-to-riches story is complete. 


Thumbs Up to Steve Austin. He’s a “Stone-Cold” television superstar! Coming off 
his ratings-busting performance on CBS’ Nash Bridges, which drew a larger audi- 
ence then the ABC and NBC offerings the week Austin appeared on the show, 
Austin has been signed to appear on another episode of the show. Considering 
Austin’s drawing power, we wouldn’t be surprised if the producers decided to 
make him a regular character, although we hope they don’t. Austin is one of the 
finest wrestlers in the world, and the most popular, too. Austin’s success on prime 
time TV makes us wonder how Raw would do on a network in prime time. Maybe 
Vince McMahon is wondering the same thing. 
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down 


Thumbs Down to Scott Steiner. What a jerk! He’s nothing but a walking time 
bomb, a man who loves to insult and inflame people. Not only did “Big Poppa 
Pump” steal the U.S. title by striking Booker T with a foreign object in the 
tournament final, but he nearly started a mini-riot by antagonizing some of the 
fans at the Tacoma Dome, “Ain't nothing like winning a title in front of a 
bunch of stupid rednecks,” he said. “I 
hate Washington anyway, especially 
Tacoma.” Scott Steiner basically has no 
respect for anybody. Therefore, we have 
no respect for Scott Steiner. 


Thumbs Down to Randy Savage. First of all, WCW gets what it deserves when it 
names an unstable man like the “Macho Man” guest referee for a World title match, 
especially a four-corners bout involving Ric Flair, Dallas Page, Hollywood Hogan, and 
Sting. Nobody was surprised when Savage delivered a top-rope elbow on Flair during 
the match. It was bound to happen. But let’s face facts here. Let’s not lay all the blame 
on WCW. Savage is a grown man. He’s a 26-year veteran of the ring. Couldn’t he 
have been mature enough to referee the match 
properly? Guess not. As a result, the WCW 
World title has been tainted again. Maybe that 
was Savage’s objective all along. 


Thumbs Down to Bam Bam Bigelow. Unable to win major titles or dominate his feud 
with Bill Goldberg, “The Beast From The East” has taken to spraying a woman with a 
fire extinguisher. His target was Chastity, who got a crotch full of chemicals when she 
tried to interfere on Hardcore Hak’s behalf at Spring Stampede. “The sooner you elim- 
inate her, the better,” Bigelow said after the match. Hmmmmmm ... is Bigelow saying 
he’d be unable to deal with Chastity if she started causing too much trouble? We’re not 
condoning Chastity’s interference in Hak’s 
matches of late, but Bigelow didn’t need to 
use the fire extinguisher on her to prove he’s a 
hardcore superstar. 


Thumbs Down to Vince McMahon. The WWF owner might be a genius, as Jerry 
Lawler contends, but he’s also a control freak. The Bible tells us we must reap 
what we sow, and right now, that’s something Mr. McMahon is unable to do. He 
created The Corporation. He got DeGeneration X angry. He incited The 
Undertaker to form The Ministry. And now that he can’t control any of these 
groups, he wants to tear them down. “Mr. McMahon does not appreciate ingrati- 
tude,” Gerald Brisco said. We’re sure he doesn’t. But if McMahon insists on tak- 
ing on all three groups, it’s only a matter of time before the only meaningful 
WWF feud is McMahon against the world. Who wants to see that? 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


Re 


Providence, RI (Correspon- 
dent—Dutch Krewda): Ken 
Shamrock used a full arsenal of sub- 
mission holds and takedowns, but 
his technical skills weren't quite for- 
midable enough to propel him to a 
win over The Undertaker at Back- 
lash. Right from the opening bell, 
Shamrock went after Undertaker 
with a barrage of armbars, knee- 
bars, and leglocks. Undertaker 
remained unfazed, though, and 
stopped Shamrock with a kick to the 
face. Shamrock was able to retaliate 
with a huracanrana, but he was still 


The Undertaker tries to mount an offense epaliat 
Ken Shamrock during their match at WWF Backlash. 
Shamrock controlled the match with a bevy of tech- 
nical moves, but he could not defeat “The Lord Of 


Darkness.” 
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dazed from the kick. 

Shamrock eventually went for his 
anklelock, but The Undertaker did 
his best to block it. As Shamrock 
tried to cinch the hold on tighter, 
Bradshaw came to the ring with a 
baseball bat, so Shamrock unlocked 
his grasp on The Undertaker and 
attacked him. When Shamrock tried 
to return his attentions to ‘Taker, 
Paul Bearer jumped up onto the ring 
apron. After chasing Bearer, Sham- 
rock executed a belly-to-belly suplex 
on The Undertaker. Shamrock then 
went for a tombstone piledriver, but 
The Undertaker reversed it 
and finished off his foe with 
his signature move. 

In other bouts: Jn 
matches broadcast on 
Sunday Night Heat: Val 
Venis defeated D-Lo 
Brown & Ivory in a handi- 
cap match after Nicole 
Bass interfered ... Prince 
Albert & Droz beat Brian 
Christopher & Scott Taylor 

.. Kane beat Big Boss- 
man ... Viscera defeated 
Test ... In pay-per-view 
+ matches: Bradshaw, 
) Faaroog, & Midian defeat- 
ed The Brood when 
Bradshaw pinned Christian 
... Al Snow beat Bob Holly 
for the WWF hardcore title 
.. WWE Intercontinental 
} champion The Godfather 
pinned Goldust ... Billy 
Gunn & Jesse James 
defeated Owen Hart & Jeff 
Jarrett ... Mankind defeat- 
ed Paul Wight in a boiler 
room brawl ... Hunter 


Hearst Helmsley pinned X-Pac ... 
WWF World champion Steve Austin 
pinned The Rock. 


Danbury, CT (Correspondent— 
Timothy A. Walker): Tommy 
Rogers faced off against the self- 
proclaimed “King Of The In- 
dependents,” Reckless Youth, in one 
of the featured bouts on this 
Northeast Wrestling card. Youth was 
accompanied to the ring by manager 
Paul Adams. 

Youth, who claimed he was a 
karate expert before the match, 
was hesitant to lock up with the 
more experienced Rogers at the 
beginning of the match. Rogers 
immediately tied up Youth, and 
Reckless grabbed the ropes. When 
Rogers didn’t release his grip, both 
Youth and Adams protested to the 
referee. 

The pace of the match then 
began to pick up, with both Youth 
and Rogers executing lightning- 
quick moves on each other. Youth 
grabbed an advantage when he took 
Rogers down to the mat with a spin- 
ning headscissors. He then tried to 
choke out Rogers, but the referee 
forced Reckless to release his grip 
on Rogers’ throat. Youth, however, 
continued to use a lot of high-impact 
flying moves and to break the 
rules—especially when his manager 
distracted the ref—to maintain con- 
trol of the match. 

At one point, Youth knocked 
Rogers out of the ring and onto the 
floor. Reckless proved he was 
indeed just that—reckless—when he 
dove headfirst out of the ring and on 

(Continued on page 76) 
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Q: “I have a question for Bret Hart: 
Bret, why did you quit WCW?” 
—Jennifer Dawson, Richmond, 
VA 

A: “If you’ve been watching Nitro 
and Thunder, you would have 
noticed that the WCW match- 
makers have been putting me out 
there against mid-card bums and 
scrubs who aren’t even good 
enough to carry my jock,” he 
replied. “At this point in my 
career, after all that I’ve accom- 
plished, I don’t think I deserve to 


Bret Hart has been very critical of WCW 
for not pushing him into title contention, 
and rightfully so. But does a champion 
simply quit, as Bret has, when things 
get tough? 
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be treated like that. I’m a five- 
time World champion, and a 
three-time U.S. champion, That 
should count for something, 
right? Well, it doesn’t mean any- 
thing in the WCW. I’ve always 
said that I came to the WCW to 
earn a reputation, not lose one. 
But I’ve been continually looked 
over by the Executive Committee 
for title shots, while nobodies like 
Goldberg, who I flattened in 
front of the world, and losers like 
Sting and Dallas Page get pushed. 
You know, I came in here and 
wiped the mat with Ric Flair, 
who’s supposed to be a legend 
around WCW. And I’ve waited 
and waited to wrestle Hollywood 
Hogan, but for some reason the 
match has never been signed. So 
you know what? I’m tired of 
waiting. When the WCW feels 
like showing me the respect I de- 
serve, maybe I’ll come back. In 
the meantime, I’ll be home 
watching hockey.” 


eee 


: “I have a question for Debra: On a 


recent episode of Raw, you demon- 
strated an obvious attraction to Val 
Venis, who’s dumped every 
woman he’s come in contact with 
in the WWF. Why would a beauti- 
ful and successful woman like you 
want anything to do with an insen- 
sitive womanizer like him?”—Amy 
Pollard, Huntington Beach, CA 

“Jn order for me to remain suc- 
cessful, honey, I have to attract 
new talent all the time,” Debra 


a 


explained. “And now that Jeff 
and Owen have lost the tag team 
title, I need to look ahead to big- 
ger things. As far as I can tell, 
Val Venis is the best young 
wrestler out there right now. 
He’s strong, he’s ambitious, and 
believe me, baby, he is most defi- 
nitely on the rise. Nothing is offi- 
cial right now, but if I get my 
way, I’m going hitch my cart to 
that stud, honey, and ride him all 
the way to the bank! And if it 
doesn’t work out, oh, well, ll 
just move on to the next project.” 
“T would like to ask Jerry Lynn two 
questions: Jerry, why did you 
refuse the ECW TY title when ref- 
eree John Finnegan was ready to 
give it to you, and do you regret not 
accepting the belt?”—Freddie 
Price, New York, NY 
“[’ve never regretted anything 
I’ve done in the ring for a single 
moment, least of all what I did at 
the Living Dangerously pay-per- 
view,” said Lynn. ‘What I tried 
to do by asking for overtime was 
establish myself as a top tier 
wrestler in ECW by beating a 
champ, in this case Van Dam, on 
the mat, either by pinfall or sub- 
mission, Anything less convincing 
than physical victory just doesn’t 
count to me. Who ever heard of a 
wrestler being awarded the title 
on a decision? This isn’t boxing. 
Let’s face it, in wrestling, it’s a 
win, a loss, or a draw. Anything 
(Continued on page 77) 
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By Harry Burkett 


OMEO BLISS ISN'T a man 
[2 one would expect to come 

from the good ’ol South. Not 
unless you're talking about a filthy 
rich plantation owner or a smooth- 
talking snake oil salesman. To be 
sure, Romeo has problems con- 
necting with the average man. 

“My main objective is to be the 
best and have nothing but the 
best,” Bliss explained. “I live in the 
biggest house on the biggest hill 
on the swingingest side of town 
because life is about having 
women at my side and title belts 
around my waist. Money in my 
pocket is just an added bonus.” 

That's some cocky talk coming 
from a competitor with only three 
years invested in the sport. But he 
has the win-loss record and 
resume to support his boasts. 
Since his debut against The 
Patriot in January 1996, Bliss has 
claimed the Ultimate Champion- 
ship Wrestling heavyweight, 
Appalachian Mountain South- 
eastern, Tennessee Champion- 
ship Wrestling heavyweight, 
Southern Championship Wrestling 
United States, and Southern 
Wrestling Alliance TV titles. He 
has also captured the Mountain 
Empire and SCW Southern tag 
championships. 

But Romeo, oh Romeo, art thou 
as great as thou say? 

“Do you know many men who 
are invited to the Kentucky Derby 
to witness the greatest two min- 
utes in sports, then spend a week 
of leisure at the Brown Hotel in 
Louisville, sipping mint juleps and 
surrounded by gorgeous women?” 
he asked. 
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Despite his romantic name, Romeo Bliss 
_ has done little to woo Southern fans. In 
fact, the only time they cheer him is 
when he’s taking a beating. If and when 
Bliss gains a national reputation, he is 
sure to become more arrogant than ever | 


No, not exactly. 
But we really weren't 
looking for any. 

The 28-year-old 


obviously suffers 
from a superiority 
complex ... and his 


success in the ring 
isn’t helping that con- 
dition one bit. 

Bliss has an in- 
tense determination 
that matches his un- 
bridled arrogance. He 
placed second in the 
Volunteer State Body- 
building Show in 
1991. He won the 
Kentucky/Tennessee | — 
Power Lifting Com- | 
petition for 1991-92 in | 
the pound-for-pound | — 
category. ie 

The Tennessean | — 
also played under |e 
head coach Bruce 
Snyder at Arizona 
State University as 
an outside line- 
backer. He had a 
promising future until 
a knee injury dashed 
his gridiron career. 

His enormous ego 
needed something to 
satisfy its competitive 
fire. He grew up watching wres- 
tling on his grandfather's knee and 
admiring NWA stars such as Ric 
Flair, Roddy Piper, and® the 
Andersons. Wrestling, he. figured, 
could give him fame, women, 
money, and everything else he 
wanted. 

Yet Bliss still needed a key 
ingredient: wrestling skills. 

Bliss made lots of phone calls 
until he discovered The Young 
Guns. Jeff Lovin and Scott Sterling 
were the hottest team touring the 
Southern indies at the time and 
also were highly regarded trainers. 
A mutual respect developed be- 
tween the egomaniac and the 
couniry boys. 

To Lovin and Sterling's dismay, 
Bliss soon added something to his 
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repertoire that hadn’t been taught 
in training school: dirty tricks. He 
fought his mentors throughout 
American.Championship Wres- 
tling for several months, either 
individually or in tag matches. “I 
went out to beat the best,” he 
said. “That's why | went after 
Lovin and Sterling.” 

Bliss signed for matches 
against all the big names he could, 
including Buddy Landell, Jimmy 
Valiant, Tony Anthony, Tim Hor- 
ner, and The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press. Even those veterans had 
difficulty against Bliss’ versatility. 

The 6’, 231-pounder can grap- 
ple effectively on the mat, or he 
can surprise foes with high-impact 
moves. His piledriver, dubbed the 
heartbreaker, is his most devastat- 


| ing weapon. Bliss 
leaps high into the 
air and lands with 
such force that his 
opponent’s head 
bounces off the mat. 

One man has 
been on the receiv- 
ing end of the heart- 
breaker more than 
most. His name is 
Jesse Taylor. His 
war with Bliss is still 
raging in National 
Championship Wres- 
tling. It intensified 
recently when Bliss, 
hoping to earn a 
shot at NCW champ 
Thunder, defeated 
Taylor. Then Taylor 
rebounded to beat 
Eddie Golden for the 
NCW U.S. title. 

The new champ 
granted a title shot 
to Bliss, who lost in 
the attempt. Bliss 
not only failed to win 
the U.S. belt, but 
also lost his chance 
to wrestle for the 
NCW heavyweight 
title. Infuriated, he 
hired a behemoth 
named Ruckus, who 
defeated Taylor handily. Ruckus 
then handed Bliss the NCW U.S. 
belt. 

When, Bliss isn’t wreaking 
havoc in the South, he’s venturing 
to the Northeast to stir up trouble. 
He has made regular appearances 
in the NWA, including at last 
year’s Eddie Gilbert Memorial 
Brawl. 

“| told you—l’m in wrestling for 
the glamour, the babes, and the 
cash,” said Bliss. “If | have to hop 
on my private plane to make an 
engagement, that’s just fine. 
Whether I've got to travel to the 
NWA, WCW, or the WWF, I'll do it. 
What the world needs is a sweet 
taste of this Southern heartthrob.” 

Do Eric and Vince like mint 
juleps? O 
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RIC FLAIR 


HEN RIC FLAIR returned to WCW last fall, 
he told us he was humbled by the support 
he received from fans during his five-month 
absence. His eyes welled with tears anytime the fans 
cheered for him and chanted his name. Those fans 
inspired him during his feud with Eric Bischoff and 
pushed him to unseat Bischoff as WCW president 
and defeat Hollywood Hogan for his 14th world title. 

Suddenly, Flair was one of the most powerful peo- 
ple in professional wrestling. He was the WCW World 
champ, he was the WCW president, and he was visi- 
bly drunk with power and control. While holding the 
belt, he dictated who his challengers would be and 
booked dangerous matches for his rivals. He abused 
his office and his championship status. 

Power corrupted Flair—there’s no doubt about 
that. He became the “Nature Boy” of old. He was 
arrogant and egotistical. He was lashing out at the 
fans that he once embraced. The tears in his eyes 
had dried. The humility was replaced by seething 
hatred for fans and opponenis. 

In the course of eight days, the “Nature Boy’s” 
power trip came to a screeching halt. At Spring 
Stampede, “Diamond” Dallas Page pinned him in a 
four-way bout for the World title. Eight days later on 
Nitro, he was committed to a mental institution for 
psychiatric evaluation. Roddy Piper and Ric’s son 
David felt the former champ’s actions were sympto- 
matic of a breakdown. 

Senior Writer Steve Anderson had the opportunity 
to sit down with Ric Flair hours after his release from 
a Florida mental hospital. “The fact that he got 
released didn’t surprise me,” recalled Anderson. 
“Despite all he had been through, he was very calm, 
collected, and deliberate in what he said. But under- 
neath it all was a ticking time bomb waiting to 
explode.” 


Q: 


© 


Ric, I can only imagine what the 
past few days have been like for 
you. 


: First of all, that’s President 


Flair to you, Anderson. Second, 
how can you possibly imagine 
what I’ve been through? The 
humiliation. The degradation. 
What a man of my stature had 
to go through was absolutely 
unacceptable. They treated me 
like a crazy man. Do I look 
crazy to you, pal? 


: Well, I just think that Roddy Piper 


and your son David were looking 
out for your well-being and that 
of WCW. 


: Are you out of your mind? 


Maybe you should spend some 
time in that rubber room, 
Anderson, Piper was, is, and 
always will be a nobody; he’s a 
“Nature Boy” wannabe on his 
best day. He’s so consumed with 
jealousy over my success that he 
has to resort to underhanded 
tactics and poisoning the mind 
of my son. 

But looking at their side, your 
actions as of late have been a bit 
strange. 


: Strange? So not only are you a 


hack writer, but now you’re 
some dimestore psychologist? 
If anyone could understand the 
pressure of being a world 
champion and the president of 
a big company like WCW, then 
they should step forward now. 
Not you, not Piper, and cer- 
tainly not David can under- 
stand what I’m going through. 
On top of all that, “Diamond” 
Dallas Page steals my title in 
the luckiest match of his 
career. Now they want me 
diagnosed as mentally incom- 
petent. Well, no one is more 
competent than the “Nature 
Boy.” 


: What about the fans? For so long, 


you had a strong bond with them, 
and now you are quick to anger 
when it comes to them. 


: The fans. Ah, yes, those grateful 


fans. For a quarter of a century, 
I have given my blood, sweat, 


and tears to entertain them. 
Whether they loved me or hated 
me, I always had their respect. 
Or so I thought. Now what I see 
sickens me. They cheer a guy 
like Hollywood Hogan, a man 
who has tried to undermine the 
tradition that I established. For 
years, Hogan has shown nothing 
but disrespect to guys like me. 
Now, because he cups his hand 
to his ear and plays to the 
crowd again, the fans come 
back like some jilted lover. It’s 
disgusting. 


: Do you think they are booing you 


just because Hogan is popular 
again? 


take Hogan over me ought to 
have their head examined. They 
should be put away in that men- 
tal hospital for a while. 


: Speaking of that, what can you 


tell us about that experience in the 
mental hospital? 


: I'd like to say it’s none of your 


business. But you’d only push 
the issue. Anyway, I’m sure 
you saw Nitro when I was 
there. When the cameras 
weren’t on, you had doctors 
everywhere, analyzing every 
word that I said. Watching 
tape of me on Nitro. Most of 
the time they had me doing 
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It totally disgusts Flair when he hears fans cheering H 


nore 


ollywood Hogan when the two of them clash. Given 


that he abuses his power all the time, it shouldn’t surprise him that this happens. 


word associations and ink blot 
tests. Do you know what that 
revealed? 


: What? 


There is no one more mentally 
sharp than Ric Flair. My mind 
is clear, and there’s nothing 
wrong with my mental state. 
Piper and David tried to put 
me away, but it didn’t work. 
You gotta be a lot sharper than 
they are to put one over on Ric 
Flair. 


: Obviously, you have some things 


to settle with Piper as a wrestler 
and as president. 


: First of all, Anderson, if you 


think I’m going to fire Piper 
now, you’re wrong. That 
would be the easy way out for 
that skirt-wearing idiot. No, 
no, no. I want “Hot Rod” 
around for the physical pun- 
ishment I’m gonna dish out to 
him. He’s going to be sorry 
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that he sent me away to that 
hospital. 

Does this widen the rift between 
you and David? 


A: I don’t know what to say about 


that. He turned against me in 
favor of Hogan, of all people. 
He cavorted around with the 
NWO and that blonde. He says 
that Hogan was the only father 
he ever knew. What a slap on 
the face. He lived the lifestyle 
of royalty and pays me back by 
breaking my heart. He says 
he’s concerned about my men- 
tal health now. Well, I don’t 
think so. It’s just another way 
to embarrass and humiliate 
me. 


: Obviously, your circle of friends 


has gotten smaller. It seems that 
the Horsemen are your only sup- 
port system as WCW president, 
and now a former WCW champi- 
on again. 


A: Check your history, Anderson. 


Ric Flair has never been a for- 
mer champion for very long. 
And you’re absolutely right, 
the Horsemen are and always 
have been my support system. 
I can always count on them in 
time of need, whether it’s in a 
match or when I’m locked up 
in some funny farm. Arn 
Anderson has been a lifelong 
friend. Chris Benoit and Dean 
Malenko provide the best 
backup any man could want. 
And Charles Robinson, my 
vice president, he’s been great, 
too. The Horsemen are at their 
strongest level right now. And 
so am I. I’m still the president 
of WCW, and I will get that 
World title back. You can take 
that to the bank. 


: Why have you given so much 


power to a referee who’s only 
been with WCW for a few years. 


Do you really think you can trust 
Robinson? 

A: Charles Robinson is one of the 
biggest Ric Flair fans to ever 


Flair knows he can count on the other Horsemen to help him out of jams these days. Unfortunately 
for him, he’s not too popular with many of the other WCW wrestlers. 
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come down the road. That 
makes him a pretty smart and 
trustworthy guy, in my book. 
He fits perfectly into my plans. 


oe 


Q: 
A: I’m the president, and if I say 


When he’s not officiating, he 
has plenty of time to handle his 
duties as vice president. 


: What exactly are his duties? 


He does whatever I tell him to 
do. 


: Is he considered a Horseman? 
: No, he’s considered the vice 


president of World Champion- 
ship Wrestling. 

He got himself into quite a jam 
when he started that feud with 
Gorgeous George. 

You think I’m worried about 
the “Macho Man’s” woman? 
I’ve stolen his lady before, and 
before you know it, his new lady 
will be in the “Nature Boy’s” 
corner, too. Same thing for 
Madusa. 

You really believe that? 


it’ll happen, it’ll 
happen. 

Q: And you plan on 
putting yourself 
back into the title 
picture soon. 

A: I don’t care for the 
way you put that. 
You imply that the 
“Nature Boy” isn’t 
main event materi- 
al anymore. Ric 
Flair is always a 
contender. The 
bottom line is Ric 
Flair, with a belt 
or without a belt, 
is the man in this 
business. No mat- 
ter what Piper, 
David, or Hogan 
say, Ric Flair is the 
straw that stirs the 
drink in WCW, 
and according to 
my contract as 
president, that is 
the only thing that 
will be for life. ©) 


The Wrestler 23 


EXAMINE S 


Sema) PANEL 


24 The Wrestler 


“Evaluating Bossman is tricky business. He was 
brought to the WWF to protect Vince, and | guess 
he did an okay job. But if you're talking about 
getting ahead in the wrestling world, then 
Bossman’s been a complete flop, daddy. Him and 
Shamrock had that tag team fitle, but Corporate 
business got in the way and fouled them up. Like 
the Captain always says, ‘You can't serve two 
masters.’ The Bossman’s gotfa choose between 
himself and The Corporate Ministry.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has man- 
aged 13 different tag teams to a record 17 WWF 
World tag team titles. 


“The only reason Big Bossman has a job in the 
WWF right now is because of his attitude. This guy 
doesn’t fool around. Vince knows that, and he 
knows just how mean Bossman can be, if the right 
buttons are pushed. If | were starting one of these 
cliques today, Bossman would be first on my list 
of people to call. He's loyal, he’s tough, and he’s 
one of the best brawlers to ever come down the 
pike. He might not get all the big matches, but 
nobody does his job better.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Malden, Massachusetts. 


“| don’t know too much about Big Bossman, other 
than he’s a big man who carries a big wooden 
stick. | hear that he makes everybody in the WWF 
afraid to bother Shane McMahon. Since | haven't 
seen him wrestle much, | can’t say how good or 
bad he would do in my native country, but | do 
know that it takes more than a big wooden stick 
to intimidate the wrestlers in Japan. Perhaps he 
should travel to Asia to wrestle. Then we will see 
how tough he really is.” 


Massa Saito, a former AWA World heavyweight 
and WWF tag team champion, recently retired 
after a 24-year career. 


“That Bossman is one mean son of a gun, darlin’. 
He just likes to kick and punch and stomp the 
you-know-what out of rite that gets in his 
way. Which is a good thing, because he ain't 
nothin’ special on the mat, if you catch my drift. 
And he’s always swinging that billy club around. | 
hate to admit this, but | wasn’t one of the people 
who was outraged when The Undertaker tried to 
hang him at WrestleMania XV. In fact, | almost 
cheered when | saw that, hon.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She now 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


“Big Bossman is exactly what he is—a big, 
mean, nasty man. But that doesn’t say anything 
about his wrestling ability, which, in my humble 
opinion, is not all that great. Big brawlers like 
Bossman are the easiest opponents in the world to 
beat, and | made a great living off of them. Most 
men his size are slow, plodding, over-aggressive, 
and quite frankly stupid when it comes to strate- 
gy. Bossman is no different. I'd say he fits the 
mold perfectly.” 


Mr. Wrestling Il, one of wrestling’s most popular 
and accomplished stars, held many regional tag 
team and singles titles throughout the South. 


“I really thought this guy would have wised up to 
gangs and cliques after his ordeal with the NWO a 
few years ago, but | guess Shane McMahon's 
money speaks louder than words. He seems 
happy doing what he’s doing. As Ray Traylor, he 
usually tried to wrestle within the rules, and he 
had the fans behind him 100 percent. But | guess 
he has his price, just like everybody else in the 
world. Yeah, | have to be honest with you, I’m 
really disappointed in Big Bossman.” 


Lee Marshall, a former AWA and WCW broadcast- 
er, is currently retired from the wrestling industry. 
He owns a production company in California. 
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> WWE World champ 
“Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin seems pretty 
interested in whatev- 
er it is that Capt. Lou 
Albano is either stuff- 
ing into or pulling out 
of his mouth. 
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AShane Douglas takes care of some prematch 
munchies prior to his bout at ECW Living Dangerously. 
Wrestlers have all kinds of rituals they undertake before 
stepping Into the ring. Now we know what Shane’s is. 
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> The only thing 
down South fast- 
er than Jimmy 
Hart’s mouth are 
the legs of At- 
lanta Falcons run- 
ning back Jamal 
Anderson. Both 
guys slowed it 
down so our pho- 
tographer could 
take this shot. 


<@Diamond Lil, Mae 
Young, and Fabulous 
Moolah showed up 
early at WrestleMania 
XV in Philadelphia. The 
word in the women’s 
locker was that they 
wanted a match against 
the three toughest wo- 
men in the WWF. 


A “It’s good to be the king,” director/actor Mel Brooks said in one of his many 
movies. Jerry “The King” Lawler would certainly concur. Who else would be 
able to hold court with two ladies as lovely as Debra and Stacy Carter? 


AA man of Paul Wight’s size can draw a crowd 
wherever he goes—including a bedding store. 
Fans milled around and snapped pictures as 
“The Big Show” grabbed some winks on a brand 
new Sealy mattress. 


A You've already seen what Shane Douglas likes to do before a 
match. Well, check out “Mr. PPV” Rob Van Dam. We should have 
known we'd find RVD in front of a mirror. 


4 Bill Goldberg decided that this fan would like to have his picture 
taken with him and literally picked him out of a crowd before a 
recent card at Philadelphia’s First Union Spectrum. 
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HE WRESTLING WORLD 

received a rude awakening 

when Rick Rude died on April 
20 at the age of 40. Although he will 
probably be remembered most for his 
good looks and sex appeal, Rude was 
quite an accomplished wrestler. 

“The Ravishing One” got his 
start in 1983 after graduating from 
Eddie Sharkey’s training school. He 
briefly toured Canada, then traveled 
to the Mid-South region, where he 
joined Jimmy Hart's First Family 
and feuded with Jerry Lawler. He 
also changed the spelling of his last 
name from R-O-O-D to the more 
appropriate R-U-D-E. His greatest 
success in Mid-South came when he 
and King Kong Bundy won the tag 
team title in 1984. 

Rude moved on to Florida in 1985 
and won the Southern title from Pez 
Whatley, as well as the Florida tag 
title with Jesse Barr. His next stop 
was World Class Wrestling, where he 
won the American title from Iceman 
Parsons. In 1986, Rude joined the 
NWA and, with partner Manny 
Fernandez, won the World tag team 
title from The Rock 'n’ Roll Express. 
Less than a year later, though, Rude 
was on the move again—this time to 
Stamford, Connecticut. 

In the WWF, Rude engaged in mem- 
orable feuds with such superstars as 
Paul Orndorff and Jake Roberts. He 
also started the unusual tradition of 
kissing a female fan after each victory. 


28 The Wrestler 


An annoying obsession with his own 
physique caught the attention of 
Intercontinental champ The Ultimate 
Warrior, whom Rude upset for the title 
on April 2, 1989. Thanks to interference 
from Roddy Piper, Rude lost the belt 
back to Warrior, and a bitter feud with 
Piper ensued. Rude’s tenure in WWF 
ended in 1990, when then-President 
Jack Tunney suspended him indefinitely 


for making derogatory remarks about 
Big Bossman’ s mother. 

Rude briefly hit the indy circuit 
before making his WCW debut at 
Halloween Havoc '91. As The 
Halloween Phantom, he defeated 
Tom Zenk, then unmasked to reveal 
himself as the first member of Paul 
E.’s Dangerous Alliance. He waged 
epic battles against Sting, whom he 
defeated for the U.S. title on No- 
vember 19, and Rick Steamboat, 
who beat him for the same title. On 
May 1, 1994, Rude defeated Sting 
for the short-lived WCW Inter- 
national title, but at a heavy price. 
He suffered a devastating back 
injury that ultimately forced him 
from the ring. 

Rude made several unexpected 
appearances during his unofficial 
retirement. In 1997, he showed up in 
ECW to antagonize Shane Douglas, 
then, after a brief stint in The Triple 
Threat, served as Bam Bam Bigelow’ s 
adviser. He took on a similar role 
with DeGeneration X in the WWF. 
Most recently, Rude turned up in 

WCW in the corner of long-time friend 
Curt Hennig. Rude had become so 
ubiquitous that he actually appeared on 
both as taped Raw and a live Nitro on 
the same night in early-’98. 

No question, Rude was a rambler. 
But he was also a fine wrestler, and a 
charismatic performer whose career 
achievements are remembered in our 
“Spotlight.” 


J 


f 
October 1988: The Jake Roberts- | 
Rick Rude feud was one of the 
hottest in wrestling history. Rude 
angered Roberts when he kissed 
Jake’s wife, Cheryl, and had a 
likeness of her face embossed 
on his tights. 


October 1984: Rick Rude 
(then known. as Rick Rood) 
argues with King Kong Bundy 
and Jimmy Hart, the men with 
whom he won the Mid-South 
tag team title. Bundy and Hart 
would later force Rude to 
leave the territory. 


April 1989: Always provoca- 
tive, Rude gyrates above the 
fallen Ultimate Warrior en 
route to an I-C title victory. 
Hard feelings between Rude 
and Wartior surfaced after a 
posedown to see who had 
the best physique. 


October 1997: | 
Shane Douglas and 
Francine’s world 
was turned upside 
down when Rude | 
talked Bam Bam 
Bigelow into 
challenging his 
Triple Threat [i 
partner for the ECW > 
title. Douglas lost 
and Francine ended 
up with a cracked 
pelvis when she 
interfered. | 


March 1993: Rude beat 
Sting for two titles: the 


WCW U.S. and 

International belts. 

Little did Rude know as June 1998: Konnan was 
he pounced on the the last man Rude ever 


man’s spine that it double-crossed. He and 


would be a back Injury lifelong friend Curt 

suffered in a later Hennig betrayed Konnan 

match with Sting that at The Great American 

would end his career. Bash after pretending to 
be his Wolfpac 


teammates. Rude and 
Hennig were inseparable. 


The Wrestler 29 


\ USE| my, 
ANID YEAR 
Py [ a 

nb p \ I | 
BOTiOns. a Se. ee es 
TALENT ROSTER........-. 
COMPETITIVENESS....... 
BUSINESS ........:.:0:80. 
PUBLIC IMAGE .......... 
PAY-PER-VIEWS ......... 
ARENA SHOWS ......... 
TV PRODUCTION ........: 


30 The Wrestler 


N THE RING, the first half of 1999 wasn’t kind to 

Vincent K. McMahon Jr. The owner of the WWF 

watched Steve Austin win the WWF World title, The 
Undertaker try to burn down his house, “Big Show” Paul 
Wight turn against him after he had signed him to a 
lucrative contract, and his son, Shane, slap him in the 
face. 

On paper, however, the first half of 1999 was one of 
McMahon's best. The WWF continued its rise in popu- 
larity, unmatched even in the glory years of the mid- 
1980s. WrestleMania XV attracted the highest number 
of buys of any wrestling pay-per-view in history. Most 
arena cards sold out. Raw continued its ratings domi- 
nance over WCW's Nitro. The WWF's ledgers showed 
McMahon getting richer and richer. 

These days, wrestling’s hottest feud isn’t between 
Austin and The Rock, or Ric Flair and Hollywood 
Hogan. It’s between Nitro and Raw in the Monday night 
ratings battle. During the first half of 1999, the WWF 
scored one substantial victory after another. Right now, 
Rawvs. Nitro is as one-sided as 
a Butterbean vs. Bart Gunn 
boxing match. 

But can the WWF build upon 
its dominance? We'll find out. 
First, however, a recap of the 
first half. This month, we report 
on the WWF. Next month, in the 
October 1999 issue of Inside 
Wrestling, we do the same on 
wcecw. 

It was an amazing half-year. 
Vince McMahon won the Royal 
Rumble. Chyna left DeGe- 


a YY 
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i) Ion. 
neration X and joined The 
Corporation. Then, just when it 


7) looked as if Chyna and Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley had reunited in 
DX, they turned against X-Pac 
and The New Age Outlaws and 
aligned themselves with The 
Corporation. Mankind lost, won, 
and lost the WWF World title. 
The Rock won, lost, won, and 
lost the WWF title. Austin over- 
came the odds to regain the 
WWF title. And Owen Hart and 
Jeff Jarrett proved to be a formi- 
dable tag team. 

So much more happened in 
this fascinating six months. 
Austin humbled McMahon at 
the St. Valentine’s Day Mas- 
sacre, then humbled him again 
at WrestleMania. Sable held on 
to the women’s title and proved 
she’s more than just a pretty 


face (and body). McMahon declared war on The 
Undertaker’s Ministry, his own Corporation, and DX. 

On the following pages, we've compiled an offbeat 
look at the WWF's first six months of 1999. The first half 
of a year provides the questions, the second half the 
answers. This year’s questions: Can Austin continue to 
frustrate McMahon and hold on to the World title? Can 
Austin and Wight co-exist? Will McMahon regain control 
of the WWF? And can WCW catch up to the WWF in 
the Monday night ratings war? 

For now, let’s review the half-year that was. 


They get an “A”: Steve Austin regained the WWF 
World title despite Vince McMahon’s best efforts to 
stop him ... Mankind found himself at odds with The 
Corporation, but he did win his second WWF World 
title and beat Paul Wight in a boiler room brawl at 
Backlash ... Pimpin’ may not be easy, but winning the 
Intercontinental title proved to be as easy as 1-2-3 for 
The Godfather. 


“A” is for Austin 


The Wrestler 31 


> a 


ie = 
N4, pm ps 
‘ E | 


Paul Wight gets a “C” 

They get a “B”: The Rock couldn't hold on to the 
WWF World title, even though he had the boss on his 
side ... The Undertaker defeated and nearly killed 
Big Bossman, but he once again fell short in his title 
pursuit and lost some matches to Ken Shamrock ... 
Shamrock fell short in his bid for the Intercontinental 
title, but appeared to be picking up steam as the year 
turned the corner ... Bob Holly won the hardcore title 
at WrestleMania and looked good in his initial defens- 
es before losing the belt to Al Snow ... Kane left The 
Corporation and won the WWF World tag team title 
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... X-Pac bounced right back from 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley’s betrayal 
... Jesse James lost the Inter- 
continental title, but just winning it 
was an accomplishment for the for- 
mer World tag team champ ... Sable 
needs more competition ... Shane 
McMahon has looked surprisingly 
good in the ring. And, of course, he 
| turned against Vince, which earns 
him some points. 

They get a “C”: Paul Wight 
made an impact after jumping from 
WCW to the WWF, but we fear he 
might get lost in the shuffle ... 
Goldust lost the Intercontinental title 
to The Godfather; maybe he oughta 
| go back to being plain ol’ Dustin 
Runnels ... Hunter Hearst Helms- 
ley’s jump to The Corporation was 
an attempt to fix his falling fortunes, 
but look for him to step it up in a big 
way in the second half ... D-Lo 
Brown finished the half year without 
a title ... Val Venis looks good, but 
looks aren't everything in wrestling 
... Owen Hart and Jeff Jarrett lost 
the tag belts to Kane and X-Pac ... 
Billy Gunn lost the hardcore title 
and needs to get The New Age 
Outlaws back on track after 
Helmsley's deception ... Bradshaw 
and Faaroog won a fair number of 
matches, but they haven't made a 
serious bid for the World tag title ... 
Al Snow finally won that hardcore 
championship. 

They get a “D”: Edge has failed 
to impress recently ... Same for Gangrel and 
Christian ... The Blue Meanie ought to forget about 
Goldust and try to accomplish something on his own 
... Test finished in the top two in a battle royal at 
WrestleMania, but hasn't done much else ... Bart 
Gunn looked overmatched when he got kayoed by 
Butterbean, but he did drop three tough guys in the 
“Brawl For All” last year ... Jacquelyn accomplished 
very little ... Matt and Jeff Hardy have a chance to 
be stars in a few years. 

They get an “F”: Tiger Ali Singh has been no 


{ 
, 
match for The Godfather (or anybody else) ... Tori 
has been no match in brains or beauty for Sable. 
They get an “incomplete”: We still need to see 
more of newcomers Nicole Bass and Ivory ... The 
Legion of Doom barely wrestled. 


1. Steve Austin vs. The Rock. The Rock thought 
he had everything going his way, including Vince 


_ 


A Rock-bottom from The Rock 


UW SIME EERO 


McMahon as special guest referee. But WWF 
Commissioner Shawn Michaels squashed that idea 
by banning McMahon from officiating the bout, 
evening the table for “Stone-Cold.” In this terrific 
match, Austin got up from two Rock-bottoms, and 
The Rock got up from a Stone-Cold stunner before 
Mankind arrived on the scene and counted Austin’s 
pin of Rock for the World title. 

2. Shane McMahon vs. X-Pac. Hard to believe that 
an executive and son of the federation owner could 
be involved in one of the best matches at 
_WrestleMania, but this one had 

everything: fine wrestling by both 
men, and the turn of Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley and Chyna against 
DeGeneration X. 

3. Hunter Hearst Helmsley vs. 
Kane. “Triple-H” was in big trouble 
when Chyna mounted the ring 
apron and begged Kane for the 
opportunity to smash her former 
friend with a chair. When Kane 
turned around, Chyna smashed him 
across the back. Chyna and “Triple- 
H” were reunited! 

4. The Undertaker vs. Big 
Bossman. A brutally “Hell In A Cell” 
match nearly resulted in tragedy 

when Undertaker, who won the 
4} match, hung Bossman by a noose, 

and Paul Bearer pressed the button 
| that lifted the cage into the air ... 
Bossman and all. 

5. Jesse James vs. Goldust vs. 
Ken Shamrock vs. Val Venis. 
James put his Intercontinental title 
on the line in this four-corners 
match and benefited when 
Shamrock and Venis got them- 

‘) selves counted out. He retained the 
title by pinning Goldust at 9:43. 

6. Bob Holly vs. Al Snow vs. Billy 

Gunn. Gunn was up against it in his 

| attempt to defend the hardcore title. 
He didn’t even get pinned, but when 
Holly covered Snow at 7:17, the 
rules stipulated that Holly became 
the new hardcore champion. 

7. Mankind vs. Paul Wight. Best 
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moment of the match: Wight choke-slamming 
Mankind onto two metal chairs. Unfortunately for 
Wight, the act got him disqualified. Mankind thus 
earned the right to referee the Austin-Rock match 
later in the evening ... even though he was taken to 
the hospital. 

8. Owen Hart & Jeff Jarrett vs. D-Lo Brown & Test. 
Brown and Test weren't a regular team; they were 
forced to team because they were the last two men 
remaining in a battle royal held before the PPV. They 
didn’t team very well. Hart and Jarrett had no trouble 
defending the World tag team belts. Couldn’t the 
WWF have found some real tag title competition for 
its biggest card of the year? 

9. Sable vs. Tori. Most male wrestling fans would 
rather see Sable parading around the ring in a 
skimpy bikini—or maybe some well-placed body 
paint—than defending the women’s title. But she 
looked fairly good, and Tori was overmatched once 
Nicole Bass interfered. 

10. Butterbean vs. Bart Gunn. Your guess is as 
good as ours as to what a boxing match was doing 
on a wrestling card. Maybe Butterbean was wonder- 
ing the same thing, because he wasted only 35 sec- 
onds of his and our time before knocking out Gunn in 
their “Brawl For All” match. 


1. The mainstream media examine wrestling (and 
generally don't like what they see). ESPN's Outside 
The Lines and Inside Edition joined other mainstream 
media outlets in questioning wrestling’s marketing to 
children. The shows, along with others, questioned 
whether wrestling—the WWF in particular—is a bad 
influence on children because of the sexual and vio- 
lent content in its shows. McMahon was forced to 
defend his product, claiming the WWF didn’t target 
young audiences. 

2. Shawn Michaels retires. Acting on his doctor’s 
advice, the three-time former WWF World champion 
retired after a 14-year career, depriving the federation 
of one of its greatest and most popular stars. Said 
Michaels: “The circumstances were, if you get back in 
the ring, you could really do significant damage to 
yourself and affect the rest of your life, so in that 
instant, it was an easy decision to make.” Easy to 
make, perhaps, but not easy for wrestling fans to take. 
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Adios, HBK! 


3. Another Pete Rose fiasco. Talk about a guy 
who will do anything for a buck. At WrestleMania XIV 
last year, Rose insulted Red Sox fans and ended up 
getting tombstoned by Kane. At WrestleMania XV, 
Rose came out disguised as the San Diego Chicken 
and once again got tombstoned by Kane. Please, 
Major League Baseball, let Rose into the Hall of 
Fame, just to get him out of our hair. 


1. The WWF scores huge ratings wins over WCW. 
Raw proved to be unstoppable in the Monday night 
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“Mr. Popularity” Steve Austin 


ratings battle with WCW’s Nitro. The March 8 Raw 
drew a record 6.5 rating and defeated Nitro by a mar- 
gin of 2.4 (or more than two million viewers). The 
WWF's success had WCW scrambling for answers 
... but coming up with few. 

2. Steve Austin beats the telecast of the Daytime 
Soap Opera Awards and 20/20 ... in the ratings. As 
additional proof of wrestling’s and Steve Austin’s 
popularity, the February 26 episode of CBS’ Nash 
Bridges, which featured “Stone-Cold,” beat both the 
second hour of the Daytime Soap Opera Awards 
broadcast on NBC and 20/20, the ABC news maga- 
zine. It makes you wonder: If Raw is the most popu- 
lar show on cable-TV, does it have the potential to be 


NM EAR REPORT 


among the most popular shows on network TV? 

3. Well, me might know the answer to that very 
soon. The WWF’s SmackDown special did so well in 
the ratings on April 29 that UPN, an over-the-air 
national network, was considering making it a regular 
series next season. SmackDown, featuring Steve 
Austin and The Rock vs. The Undertaker and Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley in the main event, did a 5.8 and 
beat out ABC and WB programming for the 8 p.m. 
time slot. 


TUE I 


THE FAN 
Sable wasn’t sure whether to be happy or afraid 
when an obsessed fan kept interfering in her match- 
es against Luna Vachon. Sure, the fan, who came 
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out of the stands, helped Sable retain the WWF 
women’s title for a while, and once even gave her a 
yellow rose, but how many times have we heard sto- 
ries about fans stalking celebrities? “| appreciate the 
support,” Sable said, “but this is freaking me out.” 
The fan, Tori, eventually became Sable’s arch-rival, 
and she’s still pursuing the WWF women’s title. 


\ 


Following in the footsteps of Minnesota governor 
Jesse Ventura, who successfully followed up a 
career in wrestling with a career in politics, three-time 
former WWF World champion Bob Backlund 
announced plans to run for the first Congressional 
District seat in Connecticut in 2000. Backlund will run 
as a Republican in the predominantly Democratic 
district. And he got one of his first endorsements 
from WWF CEO Linda McMahon. “I can certainly tell 
you that | think Bob is as qualified as many of the 


Backlund in Congress? 
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people I’ve seen running for office,” she said. “I’ve 
always found him to be an honorable, straightforward 
man, and that will serve him well.” Honorable? 
Straightforward? Well, she’s not exactly a good judge 
of that. She’s married to Vince McMahon. 


Vince McMahon thought he was helping himself 
when Paul Wight jumped from WCW to the WWF 
earlier this year. In fact, at first, Wight was on 
McMahon's side in The Corporation. But when Wight 
choke-slammed McMahon at WrestleMania XV, then 
became Steve Austin’s tag team partner, McMahon 
was wondering whether it really was a good idea to 
sign the former WCW World champion. 


Rather than sitting through highlights and piped-in 
music during halftime of Super Bowl XXXIII, many fans 
opted for an unusual match between WWF World 
champion The Rock and Mankind on the USA 
Network's Halftime Heat. McMahon told fans they were 
watching history in the making as Rock and Mankind 
battled in an empty arena. They fought up steps, though 
the cafeteria, in and out of several offices, and in the 
loading area of the Tucson Convention Center before 
Mankind used a forklift to lower a pallet of beer kegs 
onto The Rock, then pinned him. 


Obviously, it was more than just luck that Steve 
Austin drew number one and Vince McMahon drew 
number 30 at the Royal Rumble. Thanks to WWF 
Commissioner Shawn Michaels, McMahon was later 
given the number-two slot. But that didn’t mean his 
Rumble performance was a spectacular one. After 
Austin chased him out of the ring (but not over the 
top rope) into a women’s bathroom and got 
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Vince eliminates Austin from the Rumble 


ambushed by The Corporation, he made believe he 
was out of the match. Then, when the Rumble came 
down to him and Austin, he benefited from The Rock 
distracting Austin. McMahon was exultant over his 
victory, but few people—other than those in The 
Corporation—were impressed. 


Shawn Michaels eax) he: bought his ticket to 
WrestleMania XV from a scalper for $400 after the 
WWF office refused to give him a freebie. Unlike the 
other fans in attendance at the First Union Center in 


Philadelphia, Michaels had the opportunity to climb 
into the ring and put Vince McMahon in his place. 
Just wondering: How’d he get past security guards? 


Jerry Lawler is a funny guy when he provides hilar- 
ious commentary on WWF broadcasts, but some- 
times he takes things a little too seriously. For exam- 
ple, last fall, Lawler (playing himself) and comedian 
Jim Carrey (playing late comedian Andy Kaufman) 
made headlines for their heated exchanges during 
the filming of Man On The Moon, the biographical 
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Jerry Lawler and Jim Carrey 


movie about Kaufman. Then, this winter, Carrey 
reportedly turned down a million-dollar offer from the 
WWF to appear as Kaufman at WrestleMania XV and 
wrestle Lawler. It’s either a credit to Carrey’s acting 
ability, or an indication of Lawler’s insanity, that when 
Lawler looked at Carrey, he saw Kaufman. 
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We'd like to think that Steve Austin is the most 
popular wrestler in the world because of his tremen- 
dous skills, but we suspect it has something to do 
with his willingness to do something every employee 
in America wants to do: give his boss the what-for. 
“Stone-Cold” got his chance at St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre in February, and took advantage of the sit- 
uation. Austin attacked Vince McMahon before the 
bell, pushed McMahon off the cage and sent him 
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crashing through a broadcasters’ table, delivered a 
hellacious beating, and overcame interference by 
WWF newcomer Paul Wight to win the bout. 
McMahon, bloodied and beaten, was carried back to 
the dressing room by Wight. 


Thanks to the antics of The Godfather, Raw could 
have earned an R rating. Almost every Monday 


ee 
Steve Austin vs. Vince McMahon 
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night, The Godfather parades his lovely ladies to the 
ring and offers them to his opponents. The opponent 
has a choice: take one (or several) of the ladies for 
the night, or take a beating at the hands of The 
Godfather. Meanwhile, The Godfather is telling the 
fans, “Pimpin’ ain't easy.” We're sure that’s exactly 
what parents want their children to hear. 


So | a of 


Steve Austin. Facing nearly impossible odds—a 
federation head named Vince McMahon who would 


do anything to keep the belt out of his hands—Austin 
relied on his own special skills and tremendous 
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The Godfather and his women 
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courage to regain the World title from The Rock at 
WrestleMania XV. And in the process, he built upon 
his stature as one of the best wrestlers in the world. 


as 


Sank. & ALF" f E! iR 
Steve Austin. Is there a sports fan in North 
America who can’t identify the phrases “Austin 3:16” 
and “cause ‘Stone-Cold’ said so”? Remember how 
popular Hulk Hogan was in the 1980s. Well, he has 
Hogan beat. This man is a T-shirt industry unto him- 
self. Magazines such as Rolling Stone and TV Guide 


have featured him with large stories. He appeared on 
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national radio with Howard Stern. And he revealed 
his soft side by admitting to his marital problems. 


Kane and X-Pac. This unlikely duo cleanly defeat- 
ed a pretty impressive tag team, Jeff Jarrett and 
Owen Hart, for its first WWF World tag team title, and 
continued to look good in title defenses. The major 
potential problem with the team is Kane, who tends 


to be a little unstable. But if Kane and X-Pac can stay 
together, they'll do some major damage. 


VRETI ER 

Vince McMahon. Yeah, we know, he’s not a full- 
time wrestler, he’s the owner of the federation. But 
over the past year, no man in wrestling has been the 


X-Pac and Kane 
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Vince McMahon 


focus of more hatred than McMahon, whose failed 
attempt to foil Austin’s title bid was the highlight of 
the year for many fans. Now McMahon is taking on 
DeGeneration X, and the Corporate Ministry, the 
WWF's two most powertul cliques. And it looks like 
an alliance with Austin is on the horizon. He could 
become one of the most popular people in the WWF 
in the second half of 1999. 


Steve Austin vs. The Rock, March 28, First 
Union Center in Philadelphia. Their 16-minute clas- 
sic for the WWF World title featured each man get- 
ting up from the other's finishing move—and Austin 
did it twice, rebounding from two Rock-bottoms. 
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Gunn watches Venis squeeze Shamrock 


Three referees were knocked out before Austin con- 
verted on a Stone-Cold stunner and Mankind—who 
was supposed to be the referee for the match in the 
first place—hobbled to the ring and counted Austin’s 
pin of Mankind. But the real highlight came after- 
ward, when Austin executed his stunner on Vince 
McMahon and poured beer on him. 


When Billy Gunn was named referee for the Ken 
Shamrock vs. Val Venis match for the Inter- 
continental title, he told everyone who'd listen that he 
was willing to accept bribes. So when Gunn made a 
ridiculously fast count on Shamrock at the St. 
Valentine’s Day Massacre, we knew that Venis had 
dug deep into his pockets. 


(From THE WRESTLER, September 1998) 
1. LOD 2000 will regain the World tag team 
title. LOD 2000? Didn't those guys used to be known 


as The Road Warriors? The Legion of Doom? Uh ... 
we forgot about them. 

2. Ric Flair will return to the WWF. Well, we 
can’t say he didn’t give it the ol’ college try. Flair 
talked about possibly jumping back to the WWF, but 
he worked out his legal problems with WCW. And 
now he’s causing more trouble than anybody in 
WCW can handle. 

3. So will Kevin Nash and Scott Hall. Well, Hall 
and Nash reunited and got back together in the 
NWO. As far as we can tell, Nash and Hall have no 
intention of jumping back to the WWF. 

4. Ken Shamrock will win, lose, and win the 
Intercontinental title, but fall short in his bid for 
the World title. Does win, lose count? And he never 
made a serious bid for the World title. 

5. Chyna will leave DeGeneration X and, as 
one of the most popular competitors in the 
WWF, start wrestling men in mixed matches. 
She’ll even receive a shot at a singles title by 
fall. Well, we were right on target in our prediction 
that she’d leave DX and wrestle in mixed matches 
(it didn’t happen until °99, though), but she didn’t 
become popular when she left. She joined The 
Corporation and became less popular. Then she 
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and Helmsley betrayed DX at WrestleMania XV. 
And she didn’t get any shots at a singles title. 


sane core A AD 
wit oe Ghee Bs OHGaG) 
il la wuw 


1. Steve Austin will end the year as WWF 
World champion. He keeps on finding ways to frus- 
trate McMahon. Now he’s more determined than 
ever to hold on to the belt, and experienced enough 
to find a way. 

2. Sable and Chyna will feud. It’s only a matter 
of time before Chyna goes after the women’s title. 


Will Jericho jump? 


After all, she can’t be happy that Sable is considered 
the best female wrestler in the WWF. She thinks that 
distinction should belong to her, and it will, as Chyna 
beats Sable for the belt. 

3. Paul Wight will turn against Austin and go 
after the World title. But he’ll fall short. Although 
Wight won the WCW World title as a rookie, he has 
been inconsistent since and will be no match for 
Austin. 

4. The WWP’s ratings dominance will continue. 
We don’t think the WWF has peaked. We think Raw 
is getting more popular by the day. And we haven't 
seen WCW make enough moves for its Nitro to com- 
pete with Raw. 

5. Chris Jericho will sign with the WWF by 
August and win the Intercontinental title by 
Survivor Series. Jericho's WCW contract expires in 
July, and most insiders expect him to make the jump 
when it does. He might benefit from a change of 
scenery. Oo 
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RAEMADE 
DDREASH OUT 
TESTING! 


Dallas Page used to 
be one of the world’s 
most popular 
wrestlers. But then he 
saw what happened 
when he and Sting 
returned to the ring at 
the same time. The 
fans booed Page and 
cheered Sting. He 
didn’t know why ... 
but he was angry 


cae 
Piet 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


‘HE WIN WAS there, the 

belt was available for the 

! taking, so “Diamond” 
Dallas Page took it. Maybe, as 
he said, the old DDP wouldn't 


have made the pin, but this was 
the new DDP—a man who had 
suddenly decided that fair play 
never got him anywhere ... that 
twice he was the third runner-up 
for Most Popular Wrestler of the 
Year, but had never gotten his 
hands on the WCW World title 
belt. Flair was down. Page got up. 
DDP dropped his Diamond cutter 
on Flair, and three seconds later, 
Page had his first WCW World 
heavyweight title. 

The crowd, by the way, did not 
cheer. Most WCW fans stopped 
cheering Page at SuperBrawl |X, 
so they certainly weren't going to 
cheer him after he took advantage 
of Randy Savage's interference to 
win the belt. 

Sting, the man most of them 
wanted to win this four-way match 
for the World title, was down. 
Hollywood Hogan, the man they 
wouldn’t have minded seeing win, 
had been eliminated. And Flair 
was virtually unconscious. 

“Six months ago, DDP wouldn't 
have made the pin, but fair play 
never got me anywhere, so | took 
advantage of the situation,” Page 
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said afterward. 
“I got the damn 
belt, and that’s 
all that matters. 
In case you 
haven't figured it 
out, | ain’t wear- 
ing the white hat 
anymore.” 
Yeah, we fig- 
ured it out, ex- 
cept Page didn’t 
remove the white 
hat on his own. 
It was taken off 
by the fans, who 
stopped cheer- 
ing him for no 
apparent reason 
other than that 
they were tired 
of cheering him. 
As for Page's 
motives for turn- 
ing bad, well, 
they sound sus- 
piciously like Bret Hart’s motives 
for turning bad in the WWF back 
in 1997. 

To recap: 

1. Fans start cheering a man 
who normally would be consid- 
ered a bad guy. In the WWF back 
in 1997, it was “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin who got Bret Hart angry. In 
WCW in 1999, it was Scott 
Steiner, a man who had stalked 
Kimberly, DDP’s wife, and even 
pushed her out of a moving car. 

2. Wrestler tries to convince the 
fans they’re cheering the wrong 
man. 

3. Fans ignore wrestler and 
start booing him louder than 
before. 

4. Wrestler says, “Screw the 
fans.” 

“lam no longer the people’s 
champion,” Page declared at Nitro 
on March 29, “I don’t understand 
how the fans could cheer a man 
like Steiner, who threw a woman 
out of a car and insults them on a 
regular basis. Don't these fans 
have any standards? Don't they 
know the difference between good 
and evil? Well, if they’re cheering 


a man like Steiner, then | don't 
want to be cheered by them. 
That's guilt by association.” 

That wasn’t the only thing that 
got DDP angry. At the March 29 
Nitro, Page made his first appear- 
ance in a WCW ring since Super- 
Brawl more than a month earlier. 
He had been healing an injury that 
resulted from a Steiner recliner 
and filming a movie in Australia. 
His return should have been her- 
alded by WCW and anticipated by 
the fans. But Page’s return was 
overshadowed by the return of an 
even bigger superstar: Sting, who 
hadn’t appeared on TV since 
Halloween Havoc the previous 
fall. 

“| don’t get that,” Page said. 


“That was the second time in two 
years that Sting just ran off and 
left. I've never left, only this one 
time when | got hurt, and even 
then | probably came back soon- 


er than | should have. I’ve 
always been loyal to WCW and 
the fans. But then | see every- 
body getting all excited about 
Sting’s return, what color face 
paint he’s gonna be wearing, 
who’s side he’s going to be on, 
whether or not he can win the 
World title again, but nobody’s 
saying a word about DDP. | was 
the one who was putting my butt 
on the line every night taking on 
the NWO without anybody's help. 
Where was Sting? Who cares 
what side he’s on!” 

Page wasn’t any happier after 


he lost via submission to Sting’s 
scorpion deathlock on March 31 in 
Baltimore. The loss enraged him 
further, mostly because the fans 
cheered Sting. 

“| don't see why he’s such a 
hero to everybody,” Page com- 
plained. “I just don't get these 
people. They're either too stupid 
or too fickle, | don’t know which, 
but whatever it is, I’m not bother- 
ing with them anymore.” 

The fans are, as Page said, a 
fickle bunch. They change con- 
stantly. Ten years ago, who 
would have ever guessed that 
men like Steve Austin, The 
Undertaker, and Mankind would 
be cheered, while men like Bret 
Hart and Page are booed. Many 
insiders think the fans are booing 


Page because he tried too hard 
to be their champion and always 
insisted on telling everyone that 
he wrestled hurt. Scott Steiner is 
cheered—at least everywhere 
but Tacoma, Washington, where 
referred to the fans as stupid 
rednecks—because he captures 
their imagination. Wrestling has 
become a TV show, a nighttime 
soap opera. The fans value en- 
tertainment over virtue. Sting 
combines both: He’s entertaining 
and he’s honest. 

“No more honest than me,” 
Page complained. “No more en- 
tertaining, either. If you ask me, 
the fans have just lost their 
minds.” 

Maybe so. And that’s why Page 
has lost his. C 
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By Dan Murphy 


USTIN CREDIBLE DOES not 
know Shane Douglas. Sure, 
Credible is familiar with the 
four-time ECW heavyweight 


52 The Wrestler 


Shane 
Douglas 


and Justin 
Credible are 
squaring off 
in a war to 
determine 


Franchise” 
of ECW. 
Credible 

- § hasatotof 


proving 
: todo. 


champ, and he knows him well 
enough to want nothing more than 
to end his career. But Credible 
doesn’t see how Shane Douglas 
clawed his way up to become 
“The Franchise” of ECW. If Credi- 


When Shane 
Douglas looks at 
Justin Credible, 
he sees a mana 
lot like himself. 
But for Credible 
to prove himself 
worthy of 
becoming the 
new “Franchise” 
of ECW, he’s 
going to have to 
survive the most 
brutal fight of 

his life 


ble could look at the man behind 
that “Franchise” label, he could 
finally understand the nature of his 
hatred and the roots of this explo- 
sive feud. He could finally see 
what Douglas realized long ago: 
that both men are traveling a par- 
allel path to greatness, and that 
Justin Credible is the heir appar- 
ent to Douglas’ legacy. 

In the mid-1980s, a lean, clean- 
cut Douglas debuted in the now- 
defunct UWF. His good looks and 


PROVE YOU RE WORTHY AND 
THE FRANGHISE 1S YOURS 


That Douglas can execute such brutal maneuvers after absorbing such a 
bloody beating is proof that he deserves to remain ECW’s “Franchise” at least 
for the time being. But he knows he won't be able to wrestle that much longer. 

4 


quick smile made him a fan 
favorite, and his precision drop- 
kicks and knowledge of wrestling 
fundamentals made him stand out 
from the crowd. After experiencing 
some success there, Douglas 
entered WCW. Though he and 
Johnny Ace enjoyed moderate 
success as The Dynamic Dudes, 
and Shane won the WCW World 
tag team title with Rick Steamboat 
in 1992, he was frustrated with his 
career direction. 

A brief stint in the WWF hadn't 
helped, either, and Douglas took 
what many considered a step 
backward when he signed with the 
fledgling Eastern Championship 
Wrestling in 1993. 

In ECW, Douglas faced a wider 
variety of opponents than before. 
He battled greats such as Jimmy 
Snuka, Don Muraco, Terry Funk, 
and Tito Santana, and promising 
up-and-comers including Tommy 
Dreamer, Sabu, and The Sand- 
man. He learned from the influx of 
talent in ECW. He added muscle 
mass and abandoned aspects of 
his aerial repertoire for a ground- 
based attack. He perfected the 
belly-to-belly suplex he had 
learned from Magnum T.A. years 
earlier. 

Most importantly, he gained 
confidence ... and developed an 
attitude. He learned that the com- 
petition in ECW was just as fierce 
as the competition in WCW and 
the WWF. Douglas was able to 
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career direction. Then known as 
Aldo Montoya, Credible was 
unable to make an impact on the 
WWF title picture. He fled the 
WWF and reinvented himself in 
the USWA, where he formed a 
moderately successful association 
with PG-13, but Credible re- 
mained unhappy and soon signed 
with ECW. 

Like Douglas, Credible hit 
Philadelphia full of anger and 
brash confidence. He surrounded 
himself with a stable of yes-men 
and supplemented his traditional 
skills with brawling and rulebreak- 


if Credible wants Douglas’ nickname, he'll have 
to absorb (above) and dish out (below) a lot of 
punishment in the process 


a 
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Douglas isn’t willing to 
give Credible the respect it 
takes to be considered a 
“Franchise” ... yet. 


< aoa 


ing. He targeted Mikey Whipwreck 


and sent him packing to WCW. 
Ditto Sandman. 

And when Douglas was about 
to announce his retirement early 
this year, Credible decided it was 
time to target “The Franchise.” 
Credible expected Shane to 
anoint him the new “Franchise,” 
and when he chose Dreamer 
instead, Credible lashed out at 
Douglas, Dreamer, and Francine. 

You see, while Credible has 
surpassed expectations in ECW, 
there’s an intangible that Douglas 
experienced, and that Credible 
has not. 

“It's pain,” Douglas asserted. 
“This sport is all about adversity. 
It's about taking the losses as well 
as the wins and learning from your 
mistakes. That punk doesn’t seem 
to take what happens from bell to 
bell seriously; he’s content just to 
be the center of attention. What 
ticks me off the most is that Justin 
Credible has a lot of potential, but 
he’s not ready. I’m going to teach 
him what pain is all about!” 

In other words, Credible has to 
prove himself to Douglas if he 
wants to become the new “Fran- 
chise” of ECW. Over the past few 


years, Douglas has raised the bar 
on what it means to be “The 
Franchise.” He has competed 
when seriously injured. He has 
taken on all challengers. He has 
excelled on his own, without The 
Triple Threat watching his back. 
Even ECW champion Taz has 
given Douglas his respect. 
Credible, on the other hand, has 
opted to team with Lance Storm in 
a dual effort to force Douglas from 
the sport. 

Though Douglas isn’t about to 
come right out and say it, his mes- 
sage is clear: If Credible can learn 
from my example, and elevate his 
game as | did, he has what it 
takes to become the new 
“Franchise” and remain the man 
to beat in ECW long after I’m 
gone. He can be even better than 
Dreamer. But to do so, Credible 
must come to learn and respect 
the history of ECW. He must be 
willing to stand on his own when 
the time comes. And, most impor- 
tantly, he must cleanly defeat 
Douglas. If he is able to do so, he 
would become “The Franchise.” 

The battle for “The Franchise” 
is likely to be among the most vio- 
lent spectacles in ECW history. 


Douglas does not seem entirely 
ready to relinquish his unofficial 
title, especially to a man who 
smashed:a rattancane into the 
mouth of Francine. The last man: 
who injured Shane's head cheer- 
leader was Bam Bam Bigelow, 
and Douglas responded by over- 
coming a 100-pound-plus weight 
disadvantage to regain the ECW 
title from him. In this feud, Doug- 
las holds every advantage. 
Credible is going to need every- 
thing he’s got just to survive. 

But if he does, he will have 
earned the honor that Douglas 
considers the greatest prize of his 
career, even if it’s against “The 
Franchise’s” will. O 


To his credit, Credible has come a long 
way since his days in the WWF as Aldo 
Montoya. But can he rule ECW the way 
Douglas has? 
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When Vince McMahon got in Paul Wight's face at 
WrestleMania, he paid dearly for it (above). Shane 
MeMahon has also underestimated the power of 
“The Big Show” (right). Wight could still be a 
threat to both father and son. 
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How The Bi Show 
Made fools OF The 


Vince 

§ \{cMahon 
offered money, 
a long-term 
contract, and a 
high-profile job 
to Paul Wight. 
But “The Big 
Show” thumbed 
his nose at The 
Corporation. 
Now Shane 
McMahon 1s 
wondering 
what went 
wrong ... and 
even Vince has 
to wonder if he 
can trust the 


big guy 


McMahons 


Steve Austin made a very wise decision when he formed an alliance with Wight. "The 
Big Show” has shown everyone what he can do to opponents who make him angry 


By Bryan Ethier 


OT SINCE DAVID and 
Goliath shared a decanter 
of espresso at halftime of 


the ancient Mesopotamia Goodwill 
Games have two stars as dissimi- 


lar as Paul Wight and Steve 
Austin come together to forge a 
partnership. But there they were, 
the 7’, 500-pound giant and his 
relatively diminutive former neme- 
sis, sharing a couple of brewskies. 

Ah, how a common enemy can 
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create a workable mar- 
riage between former 
foes. 

You might recall the 
night fate brought this 
unlikely couple togeth- 
er. Moments before 
their suds 0’ celebra- 
tion, “The Big Show” 
and Austin had collabo- 
rated on the destruction 
of the WWF's giant TV 
screen, the Titantron. 
After hauling down the 
screen (which weighs 
about as much as a 
12th century Greek 
amphitheater), Wight 
watched with detached amuse- 
ment as “Stone-Cold” ripped the 
screen to shreds with a large pole 
that resembled a mutated knitting 
needle. 

What inspired the collaborators 
of such chicanery? A mutual dis- 
dain for everyone associated with 
the mighty Corporation, especially 
one Shane McMahon. 

“Stone-Cold’s” battles with the 
WWF's co-owner—and for a time, 
Shane's father— have been well- 
chronicled. But Wight, initially 
considered Vince McMahon’s 
newest sentinel, developed into 
one of the federation’s hottest 
commodities by spurning Vince 
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and his son, Shane. 

What happened? 

“| hate to say this, but | think 
Vince’s ego got the better of him 
this time,” said Pat Patterson. 
“When ‘The Big Show’ came to 
The Corporation, the group began 
to fall apart. Then they had that 
public breakout, and Paul Wight 
stormed off. And Vince got all 
caught up with Stephanie's prob- 
lems with The Ministry of Dark- 
ness. He’s a good dad, but maybe 
he forgot about the people who 
got him where he is. Then through 
all this crap, Shane turned into a 
ruler with unlimited power.” 

Patterson and Gerald Brisco 


were fired by the junior McMahon, 
who called them “dead weight.” 
But both were loyal employees 
who asked for little ... and were 
rewarded even less. They stood 
by their long-time friend and 
employer when times were bleak. 
Conversely, Wight expected a 
great deal from McMahon, stood 
by for a fraction of a moment, and 
bolted on McMahon when the 
heat was turned up. 

“When ‘The Big Show’ came to 
the WWF, he came here to make 
a difference,” said Wight. “No one 
plays games with Paul Wight.” 

To be accurate, no one plays 
games with Paul Wight and gets 


away with it. Vince McMahon 
learned that lesson. From the day 
he introduced Wight as a Cor- 
porate bodyguard, McMahon let 
Wight know who the boss was. 
But anyone who knows Wight 
understands why he is called “The 
Big Show.” 

“Paul Wight is every bit as ego- 
tistical and strong-willed as Vince 
McMahon,” said Mankind. “You 
gotta respect a guy who stands up 
for what he believes in. He’s a 
good guy to have in our Union.” 

It took only about a week of 
subjugation for Wight to reach his 
boiling point with Vince McMahon 
and his Corporation. A rapidly 
deteriorating relationship between 


boss and bodyguard exploded the 
night of WrestleMania, when 
McMahon slapped Wight in the 
face and publicly castigated him 
for losing to Mankind. Wight 
responded by viciously attacking 
his boss, severing their working 
relationship. 

In retrospect, a quick Tuesday- 
to-Tuesday business marriage 
between McMahon and Wight 
should have surprised no one, say 
some wrestling insiders. 

“| have no doubt Paul Wight 
had no intention of staying with 
Vince,” said a WWF employee 
who spoke under terms of an- 
onymity. “Vince was Paul’s usher 
through the WWF’s front door, 


and Paul was smart enough to 
harness his ego until he estab- 
lished himself on his own. As for 
this Union thing he’s involved with 
now, I’m not sure that’s a long- 
term thing, either.” 

One thing that is certain is that 
Wight entered the WWF looking to 
re-establish his name and reputa- 
tion after struggling late in his term 
with WCW. The former WCW 
World champ had been eclipsed 
by upstart Bill Goldberg and main- 
stays “Diamond” Dallas Page and 
Hollywood Hogan. So when 
McMahon offered him money, 
prestige, and a visible role in his 
group, Wight bit at the bait ... but 
he never swallowed it. “The Big 
Show” was preparing for his own 
show. 

Maybe Shane, as pompous as 
he is, recognized that. 

“Shane always saw Paul Wight 
as a lit bomb ready to explode,” 
said Gerald Brisco. “Mr. McMahon 
seemed to take Wight's loyalty for 
granted, but Shane kept saying, 
‘You guys gotta keep this big guy 
happy. It wouldn’t be good for The 
Corporation if Wight turned 
against us.’ | think Shane had an 
idea that.Paul was not always 
being honest with Mr. McMahon, 
but there was nothing he could 
do.” 

And there’s not much the elder 
McMahon can do now with the 
exception of pray that Wight has’ 
forgiven him for embarrassing 
Wight at WrestleMania and pray 
that he remains loyal to this 
Union. 

Members of Shane McMahon's - 
Corporation would be wise to look 


over their shoulders now that — 


Wight's “Big Show” is gaining a 
full head of steam. But again, so 
would Vince. For now that his feud — 
with The Undertaker has become 
a full-blown war—now that he 
needs Wight again—he holds no ~ 
power over the man. Vince must 
keep him happy at all costs. 

He has already seen what can 
happen when this giant isn’t 
happy. | 
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Though he’s clearly in 
control over Konnan 
here, Disco Inferno has 
control over his very 
uncertain future. 
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By Steve Anderson , 


HE BRIGHT 
lights of the dis- 
co floor were 

never enough for 

Disco Inferno. He 

always longed for 

a larger spotlight 

with a larger 

audience to 

watch him 

shake his 

booty. So 

_ professional 

wrestling 

became his 

calling. He 

figured he 

could be a x. 

superstar 

grappler and a supreme disco 

dancer. 

WCW presented him with the 
perfect opportunity, but he 
quickly became mired in mid- 
card matches. He was able to , 
capture the WCW TV title 


twice, sure, but the main 
event bouts always went 
to others. He tried and 
tried to ascend that lad- 
der, but momentum never 
stayed on his side for 
long. He couldn’t quite 
find his rhythm. 

Just as everything 
seemed beyond bleak, 
Disco got a call from Scott 
Hall and Kevin Nash. They 
were in need of an associ- 
ate, though some would 
say they were in need of a 
flunky. The New World 
Order (Wolfpac version) 
had just reunited, and all 
the attention of the wres- 
tling world was focused on 
the group. Disco had his 
chance to shine and asso- 
ciate with the true movers 
and shakers. 

“When | got that call 
from Scott and ‘Big Sexy,’ 
| could hardly contain my 
enthusiasm,” Disco recalled. “To 
be part of an elite organization 
like the NWO would a dream 
come true for anyone, right?” 

While he took many beatings 
for the team, Disco was finally in 
his element. He was hanging 
around with the main-eventers. It 
wasn’t long before he proved his 
mettle and became a full-fledged 
member of the group, proudly 
wearing the colors of the Wolfpac. 

But just as he was settling in, 
the group began to splinter. 
Members of the black and white 
were left to fend for themselves. 
The Wolfpac started to break 
apart with Scott Steiner turning 
against Buff Bagwell, Scott Hall 
taking yet another sabbatical, and 
Hollywood Hogan and Kevin Nash 
raising suspicions about each 
other. 

First a flunky ... then a full- 
fledged member ... now Disco is 
reduced to a cheerleader. Anyone 
who wears NWO colors, be they 
black and white or red and black, 
has been greeted by an enthusi- 
astic Disco. He shouts “NWO for 


62 The Wrestler 


Disco has received more attention as an 
NWO member than he had at any other 
time in his career. He likes it, but it 
might soon be all over. 


life!’ when few are willing to put 
those words together anymore. In 
what seems like a state of desper- 
ation, Disco congratulates his vic- 
torious brethren and consoles 
those who come up short. He fol- 
lows them all the way to the 
dressing room, offering his undy- 
ing support. 

“Look, | consider myself to be a 
very positive person,” said Disco. 
“So | try to turn around any nega- 
tive. What's going on right now 
with the NWO is just a phase. It’s 
nothing more than growing pains. 
Nothing to worry about ... really.” 

Can Disco unify the NWO when 
more prominent members seem to 
be content to allow the organiza- 
tion to crumble? At press time, 
Hogan is out with a knee injury. 


“The NWO, like disco, will never die!” says Disco. That could 


be the final nail in the NWO’s coffin! 


Kevin Nash is the World heavy- 
weight champion. Scott Steiner 
has reached his singles peak with 
his first U.S. title victory. He 
doesn’t seem to care what every- 
one else does. The NWO’s lead- 
ers are looking out for their own 
interests, not the future of the 
group. 

For Disco, the survival of the 
NWO is directly tied to his career 
survival. TV title reigns could not 
get him the attention he needed. A 
tag team with Alex Wright was 
doomed to fail from the start. The 
NWO is Disco’s entire identity 
right now. More important than 
platform shoes and polyester 
suits, Disco is truly NWO for life. 

“| didn’t get to this level of my 
career to allow a little dissension 
spoil it all,” mused Disco, “I’m living 
my dream. I'm part of the most elite 
group in professional wrestling. | am 
and always will be NWO for life!” 

Now ... if only the other mem- 
bers felt the same. 

In reality, Hogan, Nash, and 
Steiner don’t need the NWO any- 


The NWO is Disco’s entire identity at the current time. 
It’s not likely that his career would flourish were the 
NWO to dissolve completely. 


more. The group has outlived its 
usefulness as a renegade organiza- 
tion. WCW is willing to live with the 
group, even going so far as billing 
pay-per-views as WCW/NWO pre- 
sents Halloween Havoc, Starrcade, 
etc. The high-profile members are 
superstars with or without the com- 
mon bond. 

Unfortunately for Disco Inferno, 
the spotlight might not follow him if 
the group dissolves. First, he has 
not been in the organization for 
long, so any personal momentum 
built up by his association with the 
NWO will be quickly gone. Sec- 
ond, WCW may not be as willing 
to feature Disco in video vignettes 
or title matches if he doesn’t have 
his soon-to-be former colleagues 
by his side. 

So if his dance card is indeed 
open, what is the next step for 
Disco Inferno? Does he latch on 
to another group? Does he find a 
tag team partner who can bring 
him the attention equal to that 
attracted by the NWO? 

Or, like the music style he 


embraces, will he continue to 
wear the shirt long after it goes 
out of style? Will he still give the 
Wolfpac and “4 Life” signs when 
few will remember what it means? 

Questions posed to a man 
with a questionable future. He 
has put so much passion and 
dedication into the reinvented 
NWO. He has been a solid sup- 
porter while others around him 
fussed, feuded, and wavered in 
their loyalty. He is there with a 
kind word and a slap on the 
back, but he may praying for the 
survival of a group that is des- 
perate need of a mercy killing. 

“Hey, there are some things 
that will just go on and on,” said 
Disco. “First, of course, disco. It'll 
rule forever. Second, the NWO. 
Even if I’m the last one standing 
and shaking my booty to that 
Wolfpac music, the NWO, like 
disco, will never die.” 

Whatever the future holds for 
the man who already lives in the 
past, it may very well be without 
the red and black. i) 
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One thing is certaint 
The Fabulous Oni 
Stan Lane and Stev 
Keirn don’t have 
much hair now (right) as 
they did 15 years ago 
(opposite page). Tha 
doesn’t mean they’re no 
longer capable of win- 
ning titles, however. 
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4 ee ~) They were among 
very f the best superstar 
' tag teams of the 
/ 1980s, in an era that 
' spawned The Road 
Warriors, The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express, The British 
/ Bulldogs, and The 
/ Freebirds. Can history 
Gn Mak? a = Bt repeat itself for Steve 
Moe ' ’2, |p ee: By || Keim and Stan Lane? 
be 7 ie a A % #4 i by Harry Burkett 


T SEEMED LIKE 1984 all over again. 
Their Chippendale-style ring attire, com- 
iplete with suspenders and bow ties, 
smacked of “’80s retro night." The lines on 
| their faces were more distinct, 15 years 
| deeper, but their boyish good looks and 
| down-home charisma remained strong. 
March 13, 1999, marked the official return 
of Steve Keirn and Stan Lane, better known 
as The Fabulous Ones. 
To NWA Worldwide executive Bill Behrens, it 
meant a great day at the Nashville Fairgrounds 
Sports Arena, a facility that plays host to weekly 
Music City cards. “We still have fans filing in, and 
already this is the second-largest crowd in Music 
») City history,” Behrens said before the show 
| began. “We knew it would be a good turnout, but 
| this is a fabulous night, indeed.” 
That evening, The Fabulous Ones were sched- 
/ uled to wrestle the NWA North American tag team 
champions. The only problem was that it wasn’t 
} clear who the rightful champs were. Steven Dunn 
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Dunn reaches back to try and gain control of Keirn, 
but this Fabulous One is too dominant. Maybe 
Dunn and his partner underestimated the Fabs. 


and Reno Riggins, otherwise 
known as The Tennessee Volz, 
defeated Spelibinder and Jerry 
Lawler the previous night. How- 
ever, it was supposed to be the 
Volz vs. Spellbinder and Brian 
Christopher, the champs, but 
since Christopher couldn’t make it, 
Lawler filled in. 
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As a result, the clash 
between The Tennessee 
Volz and The Fabulous 
Ones became a non-title 
bout..Dunn and Riggins, 
the most popular duo in 
Music City today, were 
expected to be the 
crowd favorites. The 
Fabulous Ones, who 
had been the most pop- 
ular duo a decade and a 
half earlier, came across 
as arrogant during their 
prematch interviews. 

But The Fabulous 
Ones had reason to be 
cocky. Managed by Jackie 
Fargo, Keirn and Lane 
emerged as arguably the 
state’s hottest young stars 
in 1982, capturing the 
Southern tag team title 14 
times. 

By mid-1984, Keirn 
and Lane had accom- 
plished all their goals in 
Tennessee. They set 
their sights on AWA 
World tag team champi- 
ons Baron Von Raschke 
and Crusher, two aging veterans 
who seemed vulnerable. The Road 
Warriors struck first, however, and 
demolished Von Raschke and 
Crusher in Las Vegas on August 
25. The Fabulous Ones, despite 
their tremendous talent, were no 
match for Animal and Hawk, who 
were at the peak of their careers. 


Failing to dethrone the War- 
iors, The Fabulous Ones drifted 
to Florida and lost their focus. 
Lane replaced Dennis Condrey in 
The Midnight Express and, along 
with Bobby Eaton, captured the 
NWA U.S. tag title three times. 
Keirn went on to win the Florida 
tag team title with Mike Graham 
three times, but he achieved only 
modérate success outside the 
Sunshine State. 

Both men agree that their run 
as The Fabulous Ones was the 
most exhilarating of their careers. 

“That's why our reunion felt 
right,” explained Lane. “Of course, 
the old Mid-Southern promotion is 
no more, but Music City has 
breathed new life into Tennessee 
wrestling. We helped make the 
sport hot in the ’80s, so Steve and 
| thought we could do it again.” 

Keirn was more specific about 
their intentions. “We don’t consid- 
er this a get-together for old 
times’ sake,” he said. “Stan and | 
wouldn’t waste our time if we 
weren't serious about doing this 
comeback the right way. People 
want to get on our case because 
we've challenged a popular team 
like The Tennessee Volz. Well, if 
they're the best team in Music 
City, those are the guys we’ve 
gotta challenge, Aftersthatmwho 
knows?” 

The North American tag team 
title is a top priority, as are matches 
against former AWA World tag 
team champs Jerry Lawler 
and Bill Dundee. Keirn has 
| been an active competitor for 

26 years and has recently 
competed throughout the 
Southeast independent cir- 
euit-Eane, who briefly served 
| as a WWF broadcaster and 
has been retired for several 
years, has kept himself in 
phenomenal condition. 


Lane goes to the mat against 
Dunn, who must feel as if he’s 


caught in some kind of odd time 
warp! That’s right—Lane and 
Keirn are still very dangerous. 


Riggins’ armbar on Keirn didn’t do much dam- 
age, as the Fabulous One showed he still has 
an uncanny ability to absorb punishment. 


Do the Fabs still have the magic? 

On March 18, Keirn and L 
proved they did. 

The Fabs’ bout with The Ten- 
nessee Volz was a heated 
encounter, which included brawl- 
ing and scientific wrestling. It was 
ruled a no-contest when several 
Music City malcontents attacked 
both teams. Keirn, Lane, Dunn, 
and Riggins—all working togeth- 
er—finally cleared the ring. 

“The Fabulous Ones still have 
it,” Dunn admitted afterward. “I’ve 
got the lumps on my noggin to 
prove it. But Reno and me siill 
want a piece of ‘em. We want 
another match with those so-called 
legends—free of interference.” 

“Once we beat ’em, | hope they 
help us take care of some Ten- 
nessee slime,” added Riggins. 
“Who knows? They might talk us 
into wearin’ those little bow ties.” 

The Fabulous Ones have 


When it comes to scientific wrestling, Lane demonstrates that he’s 
still as fabulous as ever! Well, at least almost as fabulous. He and 


Keirn plan on sticking around for a while. 


n Music City and in 


pnis- 
based Power Pro Wrestling, 


where they’ve been feuding with 
Lawler and Dundee, and it looks 
like they'll be around for a while. 
Some think th vatest success 
is yet to come. v7 

“There’s no doubt about it,” 
said Behrens. “The Fabulous 
Ones are one of the 10 greatest 
teams ever. | don’t think anyone 
will dispute that. The Road 
Warriors are still going strong 
today, but in my opinion, Keirn 
and Lane are in much better 
shape. This comeback will do 
even more to boost their standing 
in tag team history.” 

As great as The Fabulous One 
were, there must be some regret 
over their premature split so many 
years ago. Perhaps Keirn and 
Lane can make up for lost time 
with one more fabulous run. O 


iiss eee 


Keirn still mixes effective brawling with t . 
his solid scientific wrestling, as Dunn 
learns to his dismay. 
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Featuring... 
Shawn Michaels 
Chris Jericho 
Francine 
The Disciple 
Al Snow 
The Blue Meanie 
Dean Malenko 
Their fascinating life stories, 
plus incredible photos of their 
lives before wrestling! 
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iIMOVING? 


Kindly give us 8 weeks advance notice 
: Are you moving? If so, please give 
us 8 weeks advance notice so we 
j can continue to service your sub- 
1 scription promptly. Check the maga- 
1 zine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 


1 () PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
L) THE WRESTLER 
| — INSIDE WRESTLING 


j ) WRESTLING Alta ad 
WRESTLE AMERIC 


j ) THE WRESTLING WIALYST 
C] PWI WEEKLY 


NAME 
OLD ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE ZIP 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


EFFECTIVE DATE 
CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
DEPT 9, P.O. BOX 2029 
MARION, OH 43302 ee... 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


The “Nature Boy” was battered and bloody by the end of 
Uncensored, but he accomplished at least three of the 


way, and now the 
fans are getting 
1 behind Hogan. 
2. Get David's 
4 career going. Why, 
}so he could turn 
against Ric and 
| embarrass him in 
| front of the world? 
3. Establish the 
» Horsemen for the 
long haul. Flair has 
been looking out for 
himself while Arn 
looks after Benoit 
and Malenko. And 
what ever hap- 
pened to Steve 
McMichael? 

4. Be appointed 
) WCW president on 
a full-time basis. 
Boy, are we paying 
for this one. You 
wanted it, now you 
got it. 
: 5, Win one more 
H world title. The 14th 
wasn't a very im- 
pressive reign. 

6. Appear on the 


feats outlined in our June 1999 issue. Reader Alice Cover of GQ. Who 


Markbride doesn't know if that’s a good or a bad thing. 


weapons matches are as old as 

Rome! 
SUZANNE H. GRIMARD 
Greenfield, MA 


MIXED EMOTIONS 

| found your article on Ric Flair 
in the June 1999 (“Ric Flair: The 
10 Feats He Must Accomplish 
Before He’s Through!”) very inter- 
esting. Flair has accomplished 
several of them already, although 
given his latest turn, | wish he 
hadn't, and I'm sure the writers at 
THE WRESTLER wish he hadn't as 
well. 

Here is what | think: 

1. Squash Hogan. Flair did that, 
but he went about it the wrong 


cares? 

7. Make peace 
with Randy Savage. See number 
two. 

8. One last match against Rick 
Steamboat. Or anyone else be- 
sides Hogan or Sting. 

9. Win his last match at Starr- 
cade. See number six. 

10. Win the Wrestler of the 
Millennium award. Yeah, right! 

As you can see from my re- 
sponses, | have mixed feelings 
about the “Nature Boy,” but the 
article was good. 

ALICE MARKBRIDE 
Manderville, TX 


Randy Klemme has defeated 
“Dangerous Bull” Don Basher 
for the Wild Championship Wres- 
tling Outlaws heavyweight belt ... 
Frenchy Riviera has beaten his 
former tag team partner Silky 
Boom Boom for the NWA Geor- 
gia heavyweight championship ... 
Woman wrestler Pagan had a 
great night at the May 1 AIWF 
show in Wallace, North Carolina, 
recently. Not only did she beat a 
man who goes by the name of 
The Tough Customer in a 
mixed gender match, but she 
also won a thumbtack battle 
royal. On that same card, AIWF 
heavyweight champ Rick 
Deezel, unsatisfied by his victo- 
ry over Robbie Evil, sprayed 
lighter fluid on Evil and set him 
on fire! Evil was treated for 
burns on his face, hands, 
chest, and torso. 

It saddens me to have to 
report that former Florida 
heavyweight champion Jos 
LeDuc died on May 4 in 
Fayetteville, Georgia, due to 
complications from a lung infec- 
tion. He was 55. 

LeDuc struggled with dia- 
betes for the past three years 
and was rendered so weak by 
the condition that six months 
ago, he fell on a sidewalk and 
broke a rib, which then punc- 
tured his lung. Infection found 
its way into Jos’ lung and even-) | 
tually claimed his life. 

“He was in very poor health for 
the last six months,” Jos’ brother 
Paul, who, held the NWA tag 
team title with him in 1972, told 
me. “He had to go to the hospital 
twice a week to get fluid drained 
from his lungs.” 

During his career, LeDuc had 
memorable feuds with Bruiser 
Brody, Barry Windham, and 
Jerry Lawler, among others. He 
was inducted into the Memphis 
Hall of Fame in 1995 as a 
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(Continued from page 7) 


USWA legend. 

“Winning those NWA tag team 
belts was the highlight of his 
career,” said Paul. “Mine, too.” 

On a final note, it appears that 
Col. DeBeers’ extreme social 
views haven’t been tempered by 
the passage of time, or by the 
dawning of a new politically cor- 
rect era. DeBeers, who currently 
competes for the Vancouver- 
based NWA/ECCW promotion, 
has issued an open challenge to 


all wrestlers—but especially East 
Indian wrestlers. DeBeers has his 
sights set on two wrestlers—Akim 
and Gama Singh—in particular. 

“I've proven my superiority in 
South Africa and America,” 
DeBeers boasted. “Now it is time 
for me to prove myself to these 
miserable Canadians. | shall begin 
by cleansing Canada of these 
lowlife Indians.” 

That’s what's happening. See 
ya at the matches! O 


Bruiser Brody and referee Scott Casey were not enough to stop a bloody Jos LeDuc 
here, but a lung infection put LeDuc down and out on May 4. He died in Fayetteville, 
Georgia, at age 55. 
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ssh gt LENWEGHTBEN! Championship Belt Replica 

~ me This exact-scale replica of the WCW World Heavyweight Championship belt 
measures 4 feet 8 inches long & is made of simulated leather the exact 
thickness of the original. It features: 


* 3 goldtone metal medallions cast from the original— 
the center medallion measures 12 inches tall! 


*“Goldberg” gold metal nameplate is 
interchangeable for future use 
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Goldberg 
Nash 
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WITH 1 NAMEPLATE 


$150.00 value 
OUR PRICE: 
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Ld 


Hogan 


Replica Belt 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 
WCW World Heavyweight 
Championship Belt Replica 
Kid's Size $75.00 each 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Sting (Red Face) 


Konnan 
Bret Hart 
DDP 


Each 12”x 15” limited edition plaque in the series features: 
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Big Bubba Rogers 

Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) .. 
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7’? Inch Action Figures 
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41/2 Inch Poseable Action Figure 4-Packs s Benoit Sting {with bat) 
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WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by Cardz Inc. a 


= NWO 4 Figure Pack 
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-- $25.00/set_ These were previously only available at a few select retailers across 
Steiner & Kevin Nash the country. They go with the 1997 Nitro Vibrating Figures. 


$20.00/set 
$20.00/set 


& These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, Ric § 
Flair, Macho Man Savage, Arn Anderson, etc. Some 
packs contain randomly inserted autographed cards. * 

($2.00 per pack) (10 packs for $10.00) i 
(100 card set for $20.00) 


ae coer ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. : SALI NEWSTOK necened | U.S, SHIPPING IS $5.00 | 48 pace FULL COLOR 

TS PNRM TOUR womoerona | 1401 ONes720.——- f“MTemaTiona. ores weicouen | PER TOTAL ORDER 5052007 

PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT FAX ORDERS (24 pa TO PR sete EES JOE RES (OVER $100.00 ADD $7.00) 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 1-401-946-8492 . AMEE COMA, bahay 
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Unfortunately for Rude fans, they didn’t get to 
see him do what he did best, which is wrestle 
(here against Rick Steamboat), after 1994, 


when a back injury ended his career. 


(Continued from page 8) 


| person's career. Rick Rude’s 


track record does not need any 
embellishment. 

He was a rulebreaker who 
was not ashamed of being a 
rulebreaker. He never played 
to the crowds. As he surveyed 
arenas after telling the people 
operating the public address 
system to “cut the music,” he 
would look at the masses with 
scorn. He’d call them out-of- 
shape sweathogs. Boos would 
rain down on “The Ravishing 
One,” and he wouldn’t have 
had it any other way. 

Nowadays, most rulebreak- 
ers come off as being fearless 
and cool. That way, they can 


| ensure that fans will cheer 


them in spite of their tactics. 
Rick Rude could not and 
would not embrace that philos- 
ophy. The more boos he 


When a wrestler dies, we tend to heard, the better he felt. He fed off 


overstate the significance of that 


them and was inspired to win sin- 


REPLACEMENT FOR 


gles and tag team titles. 

He scratched and clawed his 
way from WWF Intercontinental and 
WCW USS. title wins to world title 
opportunities. He proved that he 
had a lot more to offer in the ring 
than gyrations and pelvic thrusts. 

Before he died, | heard rumors 
that Rude was considering a come- 
back as a wrestler. Can you imagine 
Rude against Bill Goldberg or Steve 
Austin? Either match could have 
been great. 

Rude spent his entire career 
shocking the wrestling world in his 
own way. In death, he gave us the 
biggest shock of all—a shock that 
both numbed and saddened us. In 
honor of Rick Rude, allow me to 
paraphrase his most famous line: 

What I'd like to have right now is 
for all you WRESTLER readers out 
there to keep the noise down and 
observe a moment of silence for the 
memory of “Ravishing” Rick Rude. 

Hit the music. D 


» rT EROIDS 


SAFE STEROID REPLACEMENT WITH NO SIDE EFFECTS! 
- NO PRESCRIPTION NEEDED - ANYTHING STRONGER WOULD BE ILLEGAL!! 


ETRIBULUS TERRESTRIS - Dramatically increases testosterone levels (the 


most potent natural anabolic = androgenic hormone). Increased testosterone means easier muscle 


= Imported directly from Bulgaria. This anabolic 
reducing product available. 


16 TRIS - Tested on healthy men show testosterone 
levels significantly increasing 30% or more in just 5 days (Milanov, 
Maleeva and Taskov, documentation, 1981.) 


100% GUARANTEED RESULTS! 


Send O Check or () Money Order to: P.H.D. PHARMACEUTICALS 
5603-B W. Friendly Ave., #260 * Greensboro, NC 27410 


1-800-914-6559 
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One Bottle (90 Tablets) 


* DIRECT FROM BULGARIA - 
° VIYVIING WOYSd LOAYIGC - 


$29.95 + $5.00 S&H | POST trom nn nn nn nnn nn 

Two Bottles I 

(Special get 3rd FREE)| | Address i 

$59.90+$5.00S&H | 1 ,, 1 

FREE Underground | 1 “its State, Zip 
1 ! 


Phone (___) 
Se ee i ee eee 4 


ANABOLIC ON THE MARKET 
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eomomy > Full-Color Ce : 
Why The Kidmai-Miisterio Team paves 
Press Faalervars: The ao 


STEVE AUSTIN retires! No, we haven't 
seen that headline yet, but we could see it 
very soon. He’s the hottest wrestler in the 
world, he has the WWF title back, and all 
sorts of TV shows want him. Could he 
really be thinking of getting out while he’s 
on top? ... 
Is a return to the WWF possible, and is 
VINCE McMAHON already preparing for 
his return? ... Don’t miss our entertaining 
and enlightening “Press Conference” with 
THE ROCK ... Check out our full-color 
STING centerfold! 


All this—and much more!—in the 


September 1999 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


Bow! ON SALE 


So BRET HART has quit WCW. 


ve esting 
a ae 


VITAL INFORMATION! ALL-COLOR! ALL-SUCK! 


We all know SABLE is beautiful. Playboy 
doesn’t do nude spreads of ugly women. But 
does she really deserve to be WWF 
women’s champ? How good a wrestler is 
she? You'll have a better idea after checking 
out our analysis of her in 15 key categories 
.. ls HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY ready 
for a war with STEVE AUSTIN? IS 
JUVENTUD GUERRERA ready to battle 
WCW’'s heavyweights? Is CHRIS BENOIT 
WCW’s most complete wrestler? Those are 
just some of the questions we'll try to answer 
for you in our in-depth analyses! 


All this—and much more!—in the 


September 1999 issue of 
The Wrestling Analyst 


: NOW oN SAL Et 


PHONE: 1-401-946-5720 
FAX: 1-401- 946-8492 


E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 


Address: FIGURES INC. HOURS pags fhe eee 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RIO2919 (EST) ClosedSunday 
VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTER iwww.wrestlingsuperstore.com 


OTHER ITEMS WE CARRY IN OUR WWF T-SHIRTS WWF LIFESIZE STAND-UPS 
48 PAGE FULL COLOR CATALOG All T-shirts made from 100% cotton. All shirts come in adult and kid sizes, Lifesize Standups are full color and actual size 


Kids T-shirts 15.00 Adult T-Shirts smnnmene 20,00 isase ome: 
WWF Wallpaper, WWF Inflatable ir ea. ult T-shirts 20.00 ea. Shawn Michaels $30.00 
= The Undertaker WW¥ran 
; Steve Austin 

Note: These are only available to our 
United States customers. We can not 
send these overseas to other coun- 
trles due to size of these. For U.S. cus- 
tomers, must give street address (no 
P.0. boxes), 


Toys, WWF Bandanas, WWF Pogs Sizes Available Sizes Available 
and Slammers, WWF Miscellaneous Kids Medium KidsX-Large Adult Medium Adult X-Large 

WWE TRADING CARDS 
WWF Wrestling Card Packs featuring Wrestlemania 3 


Collectibles, Ultimate Warrior | — ki#stare Leqtieet: sete het 
Comic Books, WWF Party Goods, 
by Topps (1987) Each pack contains 9 picture cards —__ 
$2.00 per pack or 10 packs for $10.00 


3 Wrestling Magazines, WCW Galoob 
1990 Figures, WCW Racing Items, 
Special Deal - Full factory bax of 36 packs for only $20.00 
WWF Superstars Sticker Packs by Euro Flash 


WCW t-shirts, WCW Hats, WCW Photos/Posters, WCW Stick- 
ers, WCW Belts, CMLL Mexican Wrestling Toys, Original Wres- 
tling Masks, All ee nd $2.00 tor a x 

2.00 for a copy 


WWF FULL HEAD Rpeke 


FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL (made in Itaby-1991) Each pack contains § full color stickers (made for the Euro- 
AND FIT COMPLETELY OVER THE HEAD. pean market) ____________ $1.00 per pack or 15 packs for $10.00 
Stone Cold Steve Austin......... 25,00 cpr Card —_ Set Se dies 
Kane With Half ancnmommune ..35,00 Elan ale Rae te od iy 


ete —__ $10.00 complete sat 
Official Classic WWF Trading Card Binder with plastic sheets for 

the above 145 card set. This Is like 2 baseball card binder that contains 
enough plastic sheet card protectors so you can put in the entire 145 card 
only $5.00 each 


WWF 1998 
TRADING CARDZ 


Each pack contains 7 different 
7 es) cards pines on a pt.stock. See 
PROFESSIONAL . » or random inserte 
eee WRESTLING TRIVIA BOOK Sis autographed me: 
“EVERY MAN HAS HIS PRICE “SO TRIVIA QUESTIONS = 4 
Sa % “oe $4.00 per pack or 
j : “ ; : 3 packs for $10.00 


Kane Plastic Face Mask Only 8,00 
Bret “Hitman” Hart . 
Shawn Michaels.. 
PSYCHO Sid cnn 


Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading cards. These are 
the best type of trading cards made. They look 3-D.Packs randomly 
contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold Leaf cards. 


Bs » . BBY pe pack 5 packs for $6.00 
‘ ; : 2 £3 | 10 packs for $15.00 
sf WWF CHAMPIONSHIP BELT Mal Sexe ay. Ne bes Bea | Complete set of all 42 cards for $20.00 
is isa championship belt that has gold ridid plastic : 5 |e me a | Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 


with soft belt strap (1999) 
$19.00 each One Size Fits All Shawn Michaels #1 Undertaker #1 


WWF CHAMPIONSHIP BELT | 2h , WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5.00 each or (5 for $20.00) 
by Jakks (1998) eo 52 wn & NYAS Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:16, Shawn Michaels, RIP 
: Thisisa Sus i t4 h iN Urn, Raw Is War, Shawn Heart, Ahmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of 
‘ . aud 3 } Doom, Sunny, WWF Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak 
championship Wt Sa) IKid, Rocky Maivia 


belt that is kid WWF DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch 


Marc Mero #1 Owen Hart #1 British Bulldog #1 


Goldust & Marlena #1 


sized Chain Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 
a Choose from: Stone Cold Austin Skull, Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, Marc 


$15.00 each % iro Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 


WWF Keychains are $8.00 each or (2 for $15.00) 
Mexican y 5 Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, 
Wrestling Masks ey 4 yo Bi. Undertaker RIP Urn, Stone Cold 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


top of Rogers. Youth managed to 
get back to his feet first and climb 
back into the ring. This time Youth 
distracted the official while Adams 
used his towel to choke Rogers 
against the security railing. 

Rogers proved his mettle, though, 
when he climbed back into the ring 
and fought back with everything he 
had. He sent Youth reeling to the 
canvas with a running kneelift and 
used his strength advantage to 
bounce Youth all over the ring— 
almost like a tennis ball. Just when it 
looked like Rogers was on his way 
to victory, Reckless raked his eyes 
and nailed him with a series of kicks. 

Youth then climbed to the top 
rope to execute a moonsault, but 
Rogers moved and Youth landed 
with a thud in the middle of the ring. 
Rogers then used his Tomikaze to 
finish Youth as the referee counted 
to three. 

After the match, Adams attempt- 
ed to sneak up on Rogers from 
behind, but Tommy nailed him with a 
hard right hand—the impact of which 
sent Adams crashing to the mat as 
the fans cheered. 

In other bouts: NEW light heavy- 
weight champion “Surfer” Ray 
Odyssey pinned Adolfo of La Raza 

.. Tiny the Terrible beat Half Nelson 
.. “Psycho” Sid Vicious & Young- 
blood beat “Roughhouse” Ralph 
Mosca & John Diamond when Sid 
pinned Diamond ... Teddy “The 
Tank” Reade defeated Julio of La 
Raza ... Juan Xavier wrestled 
Johnny Handsome (managed by 
Paul Adams) to a time-limit draw ... 
Jake Roberts beat Rican Havoc ... 
Tony DeVito & Primo Carnera III 
defeated J.L. Storm & Jeff Jacobs ... 
George Steele beat Sledge. 


Philadelphia, PA (Correspon- 
denit—Frank Vitucci): “Diamond” 
Dallas Page knew it wouldn't be 
easy for him to escape his three-way 
match with Ric Flair and Sting at the 
First Union Spectrum with the WCW 
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(Continued from page 14) 


World title belt remaining in 
his possession. After all, the 
rules state that he would lose 
the belt even if Sting pinned 
Flair, or vice versa. 

But he soon found out that 
his task was going to be even 
tougher than he expected, 
because after the bell rang, 
Sting and Flair began to dou- 
ble-team him. As soon as 
Page went down to the mat, 
however, Sting attacked and 
gorilla press-slammed Flair. 
Sting then turned his attention 
back to Page by slamming 
him and sending him out of 
the ring. 

Back in the ring, Sting and 
Flair traded punches, with 
Sting gaining an advantage 
right away. Within a few sec- 
onds, Sting backed Flair into a 
corner and repeatedly pound- } 
ed him as the fans counted 
the blows. When Sting let him 
go, Flair took a few wobbly 


“Diamond” Dallas Page delivers a elbowsmash 
to the back of Sting’s head during a three-way 
match for the WCW World title in Philadelphia. 


steps out of the corner before Page eventually used a Diamond cutter on Sting 


collapsing. 

Sensing victory was immi- 
nent, Sting then locked on his scorpi- 
on deathlock, but before Flair could 
submit, Page attacked Sting and 
power-bombed him. Sting rallied 
with a reverse atomic drop before 
locking on a sleeperhold. With Page 
down, Sting went to the top rope to 
execute a beautiful splash. 

While Sting went to pin DDP, 
though, Flair climbed to the top turn- 
buckle and waited for a chance to 
interfere. Sting noticed this and 
tossed Flair from his perch. But Flair 
recovered and joined Page in dou- 
ble-teaming Sting. With Sting down, 
Page then attempted a sunset flip on 
Flair, but Flair blocked it. As Page 
tried to pull Flair down into a pinning 
position, he instead pulled Flair’s 
tights down. Partially exposed, Flair 
punched his way out of the pin 
attempt. 

As Page got up from the mat, 


to retain the title. 


Sting grabbed him and tried to whip 
him into the ropes, but Page re- 
versed the Irish whip attempt, and 
Sting crashed into Flair as he 
rebounded from the ropes. Page 
then nailed Sting with a quick 
Diamond cutter and got the pin. 

In other bouts: Chavo Guerrero 
Jr. beat Blitzkrieg ... Dave “Fit” 
Finlay beat Prince laukea ... Bam 
Bam Bigelow beat Perry Saturn ... 
Konnan beat Horace Hogan ... 
Raven defeated Hak ... WCW cruis- 
erweight champion Rey Misterio Jr. 


beat Juventud Guerrera ... Rick 
Steiner beat Meng ... Bill Goldberg 
defeated Curt Hennig. O 


Jerry Lawler wrestled Kane several 


times last summer, but not in a WWF 
ring. They traveled to Power Pro to do 
battle. Most of today’s WWF stars are 
too scared to wrestle him, says Lawler. 
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else is bogus. And I believe that if 
I had accepted the belt, neither 
Paul Heyman, the fans, nor the 
boys in the locker room would 
have looked at me as a legitimate 
champ. Some things should be 
done the right way, and winning 
a championship belt is one of 
them.” 


eee 


: “My question is for Jerry Lawler: 


‘King,’ I think you are the best 
color commentator in the world, 
but how come we never see you 
wrestle in the WWF anymore?’”— 
Sean Dugan, Fort Wayne, IN 


: “Apparently,” Lawler said, 


“nobody wants to wrestle me. 
I’ve been begging Mr. Mc- 
Mahon for months to sign me to 
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a match with somebody, but 
nobody will sign the dotted line. 
But don’t fear, sooner or later, 
one of these young cusses up 
here will try to make a name for 
himself by knocking off ‘The 
King.’ That’s why I stay in such 
great shape by beating up on all 
the young stars down in Power 
Pro Wrestling. This way, when 
Mr. McMahon calls me into ser- 
vice, I’ll be ready to go at a 
moment’s notice. In the mean- 
time, keep tuning in to Raw so 
you can hear my brilliant com- 
mentary.” C 
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What’s it like being married to a wrestling 
star? In this exclusive interview, Chief Jay 
Strongbow’s pretty wife, Mary, tells what it’s 
like...and why she wants the Chief to quit 
wrestling! 


WHY CHIEF JAY 
STRONGBOW’S WIFE 
WANTS HIM TO 
QUIT WRESTLING! 


Mary repairs one of the Chief's 
headdresses (above), She has to 
hold back her feelings when he 
is injured (above, right). 

Mary would prefer he stay on 
the farm with their son and 
their many friends (right). 
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URING AN INTERVIEW with 
Chief Jay Strongbow, a start- 
ling confession was revealed. 

“My wife wants me to quit,” 
the most popular Indian wrestler in 
the world admitted. 

As you know, our hard hitting 
magazines pride themselves in get- 
ting to the heart of any story to 
bring you the full inside report. 

This story is no different. The 
next morning, after the interview, 
we telephoned Strongbow’s wife, 
Mary. She was very receptive and 
confirmed the Chief's story. 

“There's more than one reason | 
want him to quit,’ she stated. ‘The 
major one being injuries. Another 
thing is the number of miles he 
travels a year.” 

Mary, eager to tell her side of the 
story, continued. She expressed fear 
that not only might he be hurt in 
a match, but also in transit—in an 
airplane or in a car,”’ she said in a 
worried tone of voice. 

Mary loves her husband very 
much and admits she gets very 
little time to spend with him. 

“Sometimes | see him only once 


a month,” she stressed. ‘That's it. 
He goes all over the country. As 
far east as Cincinnati, Ohio and 
Detroit. Also to Canada, on oc- 
casion, as well as other places far 
away from home. 

Does Mrs. Strongbow want her 
husband to get a title shot at World 
Wide Wrestling Federation cham- 
pion Bruno Sammartino? 

“No!” she exclaimed coldly. 
“Don't get me wrong. You see, I'm 
afraid he'll win. Like | said before, 
| don't see him more than once 
a month sometimes. | know what 
Bruno's schedule is like. | know 
how much he travels. He goes all 
over the world. | think Jay’s busy 
enough now. | don’t need that. | 
definitely do not want him to go 
after the titie. 

Mary's influence could have 
something to do with Strongbow’s 
not pressing the title situation more 
often. 

“| would like to believe | have 
some influence with him as far as 
that goes,” Mary went on. “And 
yes. | do feel it holds him back a 
bit from pressing for a title shot. 


Mary and 
Jay have 
much fun 
on the 
farm 
(left). 

But Jay 
(right) 
isn't 

home too 
often, 
although 
he loves 
to work 
on the 
farm 
(below). 


PHOTOS BY BOB VERLIN 


“| don't think my attitude toward 
the title hurts him because | think 
he understands my _ reasoning. 
it isn't a selfish thing,’ she said as- 
suringly. “If | was so eager for us 
to get ahead, I'd push and push for 
a title shot for him instead of trying 
to hold him back. 

“I'm not really holding him 
back,” she added. “Maybe | 
shouldn't say that. I'm just trying 
to make him take it easy. He’s al- 
ways on the go. It would satisfy 
me if he wrestled two times a week 
or so rather than almost all week.” 

Since her attitude is so strong 
concerning Jay's career, would 
Mary want her son to pursue wres- 
tling? 

“| hope I’m the kind of mother 
who would want him to pursue 
whatever course he thought suited 
for himself. He should make his 
own mind up about that. | won't 
intentionally incourage him to go 
into wrestling, but on the other 
hand | wouldn’t purposely discour- 
age him.” 

Everyone loves to see the Chief 
wrestle, his wife especially so, even 


The 


though she wants him to quit. 

“1 get chills whenever | see him 
wrestle,” she said in a friendly, 
slight southern drawl. Then her 
attitude changed as she said, 
“Sometimes | get heart failure.” 


The heart failure comes when she 
sees him injured at the arena or 
while watching his matches on tele- 
vision. What happens when the 
Chief is sneak attacked and 
bloodied at the hands of someone 
like Lou Albano or Fred Blassie? 


“| don't mind telling you I'd like 
to get a baseball bat and take a 
few shots at Albano,” she said. ‘‘] 
experience fury when | see some- 
thing like that. I'd like to strangle 
Albano. | don't think it would both- 
er me at all to rip his tongue out. 
I'd like to make him gasp for breath! 


“| talk to Jay once or twice a 
day,’ she continued. “If he’s had 
an injury | don’t know about, he 
prepares me by telling me he's 
got a new set of stitches or some- 
thing to that effect.” 


lf her husband took her advice 
and quit, what would he do? 

“He's got a cattle farm,’’ she ex- 
plained. ‘He has a great love and 
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interest in that. He’s content to 
build fences and ride horses. He’s 
worked so hard for so long it’s 
time he enjoyed what he’s worked 
for. He should enjoy what leisure 
time he can get.” 

Does she get jealous of his ad- 
mirers? 

“That doesn’t bother me one 
bit,” she stressed. ‘To start with, 
if you're a jealous type of person, 
don't marry a wrestler. You'd com- 
mit murder or suicide with a jeal- 
ous attitude. You just couldn't take 
it. I'm glad people love him. 

“lf a woman wants to marry a 
wrestler she should also like tra- 
veling. You see, this career Jay has 
chosen has given me an opportun- 
ity to see places and things that | 
wouldn't have been able to see if 
he was something like a super- 
market manager. Put it this way. 
lf you love him, it doesn’t make 
any difference what he does. If 
he’s a shoe salesmen and you're in 
love with him you marry him. But 
before you marry a wrestler you 
must know beforehand that there 
are weeks and weeks he'll be away 
from home. You just have to accept 
Ite 


The Chief enjoys the company 
of his son and a couple of 

the boy’s friends (left), An 

old photo shows the threesome 
when they first bought the 
ranch. It’s obvious the fans 
love the Chief (right). “I’m 
happy about that,” Mary says. 


One of her big fears came out 
next. 

“| always fear he'll be killed in the 
ring,’ she admitted. ‘I don’t believe 
there is a wreslter’s wife who 
doesn‘t have that fear. It's some- 
thing that you try not to dwell on. 
Everytime that thought enters your 
mind you try to disgard it as soon as 
possible. But it’s a steady fear. 


“| don't show my husband this 
fear,’ she adds. ‘| think he has 
enough worries with people like 
Albano, Blassie and the Grand 
Wizard. He doesn’t need my 
thoughts to worry about, too. | 
don't burden him with that.” 


With that, we wrapped up our 
conversation. As far as we know 
the Chief does not plan to quit 
in the immediate future. As for a 
title shot, he still remains on top of 
the W.W.W.F.’s top contender list. 


But now the question that comes 
into play is, when that time comes, 
what will the Chief really want? 
A happy home or a life defending 
a title and traveling all over the 
world without his loved ones? 


Eventually he will have to make a 
decision. a) 
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receive your first issue. 
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Sa BACK ISSUES OF eee 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER! Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world! Supplied 
are limited, so don’t delay—order today! 


Feb. 1977: Sammartino Conquers Volkotf: The 
Night Bruno Finally Humiliated Lou Albano. 
Also; Paul Jones, Andre-Inoki, The Sheik, Terry 
Funk, Chavo Guerrero, Bob Backlund, Gagne- 
Von Raschke, Tommy Seigler. 

March 1979; Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Bruno’s 
“Interference” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? 
Also; Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter 
Maivia, Bob Orton Jr., Bockwinkel-Rhodes, 
Brisco-Race, Crusher Blackwell, Lewin-T. Funk. 
May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Who Is Really To Blame? Also; Valiants, Jack 
Brisco, Larry Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza- 
Mulligan, Chief Jay Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 
July 1979: Emie Ladd's Claim: “Mr. Wrestling 
I Uses A Loaded Mask!” Also; Backlund-Race, 
Andre-Baker, Bruno Sammartino, Nick 
Bockwinkel, Dick Slater, Sonny King, Valiants, 
Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Feud For 
Rick Steamboat. Also: Roddy Piper, Superstar 
Graham, Backiund-Brower, Cyclone Negro, 
Greg Gagne, The Bruiser-Brody, Dino Bravo, 
Mil Mascaras, Hussein Arab. 

Dec. 1979: Is Andre Reatly To Quit Wrestling? 
Also; Harley Race-El Halcon, Superstar Graham, 
Steve Keirn, Volkoff-Bruno, Sheik-Mascaras, 
Igor-Lewin, Dusty Rhodes, Putski-Brower. 
March 1980: Bruno Sammartino: “| Know The 
Secret That Could End Bob Backlund’s 
Reign!” Also: Ric Flair, Andre-Brody, Blackjack 
Mulligan, Bobby Heenan, Murdoch-Race, Mr. 
Wrestling ll, Nick Bockwinkel. 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty 
Rhodes’ Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin 
Von Erich, DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & 
Heenan, Baba-Race. Mr. Wrestling Il, 
Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: 
Stevens & Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team 
Title! Also; Kerry Von Erich, Backlund & 
Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, Zbyszko-Bruno, 
Keim-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling |I-Idol. 
June 1981; Bruno Sammartino: “} Want To 
Break Stan Hansen's Neck!" Also; Ted 
DiBiase, Garea & Martel, Mike Graham, 
Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, Verne 
Gagne, Tommy Rich. 

Sept. 1980: Why Emie Ladd Says ... “I'm 
Tired Of Being Your King." Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Mad Dog Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, 
Patera-Patterson, Manny Fernandez, Bob 
Backlund. Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe, 

Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri 
Title From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. 


Wrestling I}, Pedro Morales, Superstar Graham, 


Dusty Rhodes, Idol-Race, Rick McGraw. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim; “Tony 
Garea Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!" Also: 
The Grappler, Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, 
Humperdink-Rhodes, Gilberts, Mr, Wrestiing Il, 
Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family At War? Why 
Terry Funk And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To 
Wrestle. Also: Backlund-Patterson-Mosca, 
Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, Kevin Sullivan, 
Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

Jan. 1982: Rich vs. Masked Superstar; Can 
Tommy Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? 
Also: Kiwis, Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras 
Steamboat, Sullivan-Taylor, Bruno 
Sammartino. 

March 1982; U.S. Champion Slaughter vs. 
Former NWA Champion Race: How Harley 
Race’s Attempt To Win An “Easy” Title Ended 
In Disaster. Also: Jimmy Souka, Flair-Ido! 
Steve Keirn, Steamboat-Patterson, Fuji-Albano- 
Saito, Bruno Sammartino Jr., Bruiser-Sullivan 
Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is 
Too Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski- 
Adonis, Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, 
Rick Steamboat, Lawler-Kaufman, Mike 
Graham, 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric 
Flair's Championship Destiny. Also: Tito 
Santana, Valentine-Atias, Bob Roop. 
Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How 
The NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest 
Friendship. Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein 
Arab, Bruno Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, 
Butch Reed 


July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny ts In The 
Hands Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, 
Chief Jay Strangbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Flair, 
Roddy Piper. 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: 
The Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have 
Happened, Also; Manny Fernandez, 
Armstrong-Piper, Blassie-Mulligan, Japan, 
Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro 
Deserve To Be Intercontinental Champion? 
Also: Bob Orton Jr., Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, 
Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, JYD-Bockwinkel, 
Oliver Humperdink. 

Jan. 1983: Ivan Putski Humiliates Cowboy 
Bob Orton; Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The 
Pieces? Also: Barry Windham, Muraco- 
Sawyer-Rich, Nick Bockwinkel, Flair- 
Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous Kangaroos. 
Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick 
Bockwinkel Regains The AWA Title From Otto 
Wanz. Also: Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, 
Barry Windham, Martel & Garea, McDaniel & 
Piper, Kamala. 

May 1983; What Will Happen When The 
Samoans Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou 
Albano? Also: Tommy Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie 
Gilbert, Kerry-Race, Ladd & Rhodes, Flair- 
Omdorff. 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs 
Controversy: Should The NWA Champion Be 
Allowed To Choose His Challengers? Also: 
lvan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, Kerry Von Erich, 
Andre-Kamata, Brazil-Valentine, Gagnes-Martel. 
July 1983: Ric Flair: "| Wrestle The Men 
Backlund Is Afraid Of.” Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Kevin Sullivan, Bob Roop, Martel-Heenan. 
Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk 
Hogan Into Exite: And Only The Fans Can 
Bring Him Back. Also: Briscos, Blackwell- 
Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan & 
Windham. 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty 
Rhodes Fulfill His American Dream A Third 
Time? Also: Rick Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, 
Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, Von Erichs- 
Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title 
Was Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy 
Piper, Larry Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fabulous 
Ones, Garvin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To 
Blackmall The WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, 
Hogan-Race, David Von Erich, Jesse Ventura. 
June 1984: David Von Erich—We'll Never 
Forget You. Also: Billy Jack, Flair-Race, 
Bockwinkel-Bravo, Brickhouse Brown. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich |s Back! And He Owes 
It All To The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric 
Flair, Mike Von Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of 
Stone" Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds- 
Devastation Inc., Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & 
Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson 
Challenge Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge 
Against Superstar Graham. Also: Piper-Hogan, 
Heenan & Saito, Brody & Hansen, Von Erichs, 
Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick 
Steamboat Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End It... 
Or Make It Worse? Also: Tito Santana, Martel- 
Atlas, D. Funk, Mike Von Erich, Williams-Taytor. 
Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric 
Flair’s NWA Title Within My Grasp.” Also: 
Albano & Lauper, Koloffs & Kernodle, Road 
Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott McGhee. 

Feb. 1985; Greg Valentine Wins Tito 
Santana's Intercontinental Title ... But Does 
He Deserve To Be Champion? Also; Flair-Billy 
dack, Nikita Koloff, Ronnie Garvin, Road 
Warrors-Sheepherders, 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & 
Ellering vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson, Also: 
Tonga Kid, tomorrow's stars, Adams-Kevin, 
Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

June 1985; Are The WWF Rulebreakers 
Singling Out Barry Windham For Destruction? 
Also: Zbyszko-Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, 
Tommy Rich, Oliver-Haynes. 
July 1985: It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard 
Dog Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also; 
Backlund-Martel, Kemnodle-Koloff, Butch Reed, 


Hemandez & Sunshine, Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The 
Road Warriors Invade Japan! Also; Terry 
Taylor, Magnum T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & 
Volkoff-Windham & Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 
Oct. 1985; David Shultz Gets An NWA Title 
Shot: Ric Flair—"! Wrestle The Men Hulk 
Hogan fs Afraid Of!" Also: Misty Blue, Rick 
Martel, Kendall Windham, George Steele, Killer 
Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time top 10. 

June 1986; Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've 
Told Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” 
Also: Steve Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair- 
Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 

Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To 
Badstreet U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
vs. The Freebirds. Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan- 
Orndorff, Mike Von Erich, Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair’s NWA Title Reign: Last 
Chance To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita 
Koloff, Gilbert & Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah- 
Adams, Nick Bockwinke. 

Jan, 1987; Bobby Heenan's Bitter Crusade To 
Destroy Hulk Hogan. Also; Borne & Sawyer, 
Garvins, Ted DiBiase, Misty Blue Simmes, 
Feb, 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: 
Magnum T.A, Needs Your Prayers Now More 
Than Ever. Also: Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher 
Yurkof, Terry Gordy, Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987; Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin 
Orders: Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian 
Revolution! Also: Barry Windham, One Man 
Gang, Brian Adias, Savage-Steamboat, Jimmy 
Snuka. 

April 1987; Hulk's Giant Tasks: Hercules, 
Kamala ... And Andre? Also: Luger-Allen, 
Rich-Lawler, Rude & Fernandez-Rock 'n' Rolls, 
Kevin Von Erich, Skandor Akbar. 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can- 
Ams: Special Analysis Of This WWF 
Superteud! Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Paul 
Omdorff, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve Williams. 
July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell 
In The WWE? Also: Chris Adams, Hart 
Foundation, Luger & Horsemen, Nikita- 
Cornette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Koloffs, Bubba 
Rogers, Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The 
Fans' Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken 
Patera, Sting-Gilbert, Horsemen-Freebirds, 
Zbyszko-Gagne. 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned 
By The New Wave Of Challengers? Also: 
Hennig-Lawler, Windham-Steiner, Flair- 
Williams, Brutus Beefcake, Ronnie Garvin. 
Jan, 1988; The Experts Agree: The Road 
Warriors Will Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff- 
Taylor, Curt Hennig, Duggan-DiBiase, 

Feb, 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing 
Without The NWA Belt!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, 
Jim Comette, Hogan-Andre, Hennig-Lawler, 
Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion 
«+. Only Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. 
Also: Warriors-Demolition, Steve Williams, 
Luger & Dillon, Calgary, Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Starrcade, 
Survivor Series, World Class: Wrestling’s 
Greatest Day! Also: Midnight Rockers, Luger- 
Horsemen, Santana & Martel, McDaniel- 
Hennig, Bobby Eaton. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is 
Still The Peopte’s Champion! Also: Madusa 
Miceli, Owen Hart-Flair, Tatum & Victory, Scott 
Hall, Luger-Anderson. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair 
Could Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Martel-Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted 
DiBlase, Nikita Koloff. 

Aug. 1988; World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor- 
Freebirds, Paul Ellering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988; The Fantastics Declare: “We Will 
Not Share Our Fans With The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express!" Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt 
Hennig, Roberts-Rude, Rougeaus, Jim Garvin, 
dan. 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The 
World Title Gained! But The Midnight Express 
Must Still Prove Themselves! Also; Top Guns, 


Hart & Rougeaus, Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 
Feb, 1989: The Road Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, 
& The Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also; Madusa 
Miceli, Blue Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, Bigelow- 
Gordy, Eddie Gilbert. 
March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!” 
Also; Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam 
Bam Bigelow, Hercules, Iron Sheik. 
April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can 
Randy Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: 
British Bulldogs, Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, 
Lawler-Kerry, Andre, Mike Rotundo. 
May 1989: Rick Steamboat—Champion; Rick 
Steamboat—Challenger: Which ts Better? 
Also: Sid Vicious, Dusty Rhodes, Savage- 
Hogan, Samoan Swat Team, Wendi Richter. 
June 1989: Ultimate Warrior's Mission 
Impossible: Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk 
Hogan. Also; Rick Steamboat, Rick Martel, 
Lay Zbyszko, Luger-Windham by Sting, Ric 
air. 
July 1989; Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan 
Cannot Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & 
Perez, Road Warriors & Ellering, Michael 


Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And 
Clash Of Champions VI. Also: Kerry-Embry, 
eee Savage, Great Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy 


rg “4989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair; 
Don't Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, 
Roddy Piper, Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, Jerry 
Lawl 


ler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & 
Beefcake vs, Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive 
Preview & Analysis. Also: Eric Embry, Four 
Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, Art Barr, 
Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage 
... And Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also: Mr. T 
& Von Erichs, Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, 
Dustin-Steel Man, Sgt. Slaughter. 

Dec. 1989: Gary Hart: “Muta Took The Sting 
Out Of Sting!” Also: Skyscrapers, Andre- 
Warrior, Barry Windham, Rock ‘n' Rolls, Scott 
Norton, Ken Patera. 

Jan. 1990; The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. 
Also: Brian Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, 
P.Y, Chu-Hi, Greg Gagne. 

March 1990; Funk-Fiair; “I Quitt—One War 
Ends, Two More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, 
Survivor Series, Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim 
Comette. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of 
Greatness. Also; Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper- 
Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd Company. 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrior: Running 
A Parallel Course To Greatness. Also: Von 
Erichs, Big Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk 
Hogan, Mark Callous. 

June 1990; Hulkamanta—The Fall And Rise! 
Also: Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, 
Steiners. 

duly 1990; My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By 
Lex Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, 
Luger-Flair, Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior Il: You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, 
Larry Zbyszko. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! 
Why He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy 
Jack Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, 
Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: 
Exclusive SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, 
Tasmanian Devil, Chris Von Erich. 

Nov. 1990; The Luger-Sting Rivalry: Ready To 
Explode Again! Also: Lawler & Dundee, Brutus 
Beefcake, Kerry Von Erich, Harley Race, 
Steiners. 

Dec. 1990 (Special issue): SummerSlam! 
Exclusive Full-Color Coverage! Also: Stan 
Hansen, Am Anderson, Ultimate Warrior, Vic 
Steamboat, Scott Putski. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc 
Hoax"! Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: 
Muta-Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, Ultimate 
Warrior, Cornette & Express, Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate 


Warrior: Roddy Piper Wants You! Also: 
Gilbert-Jarrett, Comette & Express, Teddy 
Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton, 
April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That 
Remain. Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex 
Luger, Tom Zenk, Fabulous Ones. 
May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The 
WWF Of The Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: 
Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, Sheik-Brazil, Power & 
Sony Terry Funk. 

dune 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend 
On Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, 
Flair-Gigante, Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich. 
July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” 
Of Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & 
Prichard, LOD-Nastys, Steiners, Savage & 
Elizabeth. 
Aug. 1991; If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry" 
... Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? 
Also: Luger-Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny 
Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 
Oct. 1991 (Special Issue): 25 Years—The 
Silver Anniversary Celebration Of Wrestling’s 
Most Respected Magazine. Includes: 
Year-By-Year, greatest photos, 25 greatest 
wrestlers, Q & A Bruno Sammartino. 
Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But 
Loses His Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy 
Piper, Global, Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 
Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: 
Flair vs. Hogan—Who WII! Win The Match Of 
The Century? Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, 
Beverly, Cactus Jack. 
Jan. 1992: The LOD's Championship 
Catastrophe: Overpowered By The Natural 
Disasters. Also: Johnny B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, 
Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 
Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon 
Offers Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The 
Piper? Also: Ron Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob 
Backlund, R, Steiner-Abdullah. 
March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday 
In Texas: Has The WWF Title Suffered 
irreparable Damage? Also: Brian Pillman, 
Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, Mountie-Hart, 
Jeff Jarrett. 
April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & 
Turmoil: The Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: 
Chris Candido, Paul Omdorff, Lady X, Paul 
Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels & Jannetty. 
Dec. 1992: He's Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts 
Slithers Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, 
Ron Simmons, Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, 
Gilberts-Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
May 1992; He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric 
Flair's Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop 
Him At WrestleMania VIII? Also: Anderson & 
Eaton, Roddy Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA, 
Don Owen. 
dune 1992; In Ric Flair's High-Stakes 
Championship Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid 
Justice Are Mere Pawns. Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW titles, 
Koko B. Ware. 
duty 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do": For 
Rick Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure: Also: 
Madusa, Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse 
Vanessa, Greg Valentine, Sabu, 
Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: 
WrestieMania's Accidental Hero. Also: 
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THE WRESTLER 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker-Roberts, 
Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For 
The Title Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, 
Mondo Kleen, Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, 
Dangerous Alliance, Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: 
Why They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. 
Also: Scotty Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel- 
Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It’s The Perfect 
Time For A Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: 
Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, Buddy Rogers, Dan 
Spivey. 

dan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting 
Jake Makes Me Happy!" Also: Anderson & 
Eaton, Bushwhackers-Moondogs, Ramon- 
Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His 
Five Most Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sot. 
Slaughter, Steve Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob 
Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: 
Razor Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, 
Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 

May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna 
Make His Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? 
Also: Jim Gomette, Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit- 
Scorpio, Windham & Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 
Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not 
Over Yet! Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, 
Marty Jannetty, Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, 
Sherri Martel. 

Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... 
Any Way You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! 
Also: Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim 
Comette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen & T. 
Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan, 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal 
Rumble Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk 
wee Boss, Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve 


duly 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We 
Preview The Inevitable Battle. Also: 
Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's WWN, Ted 
DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret’s Nightmare Team Becomes 
A Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: 
Cactus-Vader, MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, 
Luna Vachon. 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report! Also: Big Van Vader, Parker- 
Hollywood Blonds, Sting-Rude, WWF legal 
problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse-Rhodes, 
Public Enemy. 

Nov. 1994: Hulk Hogan's New 
Commandments: Say Prayers, Take Vitamins 
«+» And Kick Butt! Also: Owen-Bret, Lord 
Steven Regal, Johnny B. Badd, Jerry Lawler, 
Mikey Whipwreck. 

Dec, 1994: Hulkster Under Siege! Can Hogan 
Hold Off WCW's Best? Also; Lex Luger, Sid 
Vicious, Steve Austin, Adam Bomb, Dusty 
Rhodes. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. 
Also: Johnny B. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob 
Backlund, PG-13, Hacksaw Duggan, 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, 
WWF '95-WWF ’85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 


April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If... 
Also: Gunn & Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money 
Inc., Lawler-Cornette, 

duly 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With 
America: Also: Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, 
Lawrence Taylor, Bill Dundee. 


Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, 


Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie. 
Nov. 1995: “Take That—And Shut Up!” If 
Savage Can’t Silence Flair, He’s Through! 
Also: Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade, WWF 
legends roundtable. 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issue): 20Shawn 
Michaels: Too Good To Be Second Best! Also: 
Wrestling rulebook, Vega-Ramon, Mama 
Comette, Kamala-Duggan, Big Van Vader. 
Winter 1995; Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. 
Hogan: This Time It’s For Real! Also: 
Steiners, Yankem-Undertaker, Bodies- 
Cornette, Arm Anderson. 

March 1996 (Special issue): 1995—The Year 
In Pictures. Also; Hogan-Hart, Big Van Vader, 
Sabu, Brian Pillman, 

April 1996: Luger, Sting, Hogan, Savage: 
Can't We All Be Friends? Also: DiBiase & Kid, 
Diesel-McMahon, Dallas Page, Jeff Jarrett. 
May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, 
& Razor Play The Pain Game? Also: Public 
Enemy, Steve Austin, wrestling oddities, 
Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair. 

June 1996 (Special Issue); Fear Of Height! 
How The Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: 
Shock 'n' Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian 
Piliman, Konnan. 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has 
The Title ... Now Here’s What He's Gotta Do 
With It! Also; Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, 
Booty Man-Sullivan, Mabel. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report. Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris 
Benoit, Goldust, Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The 
Warrior Is Ready To Rule Again. Also: 
Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners & Norton, Razor & 
Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie. 

Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! 
Also: Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, 
Cloudy, John Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric 
Flair, Mero & Sable, Goldust, Sandman. 
Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage 
Is Set To Join Hulk Hogan’s NWO! Also: Steve 
Austin, Michaels-Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van 
Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 

Jan. 1997; It Could Happen! Hogan's Next 
Move ... Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New 
Jack, Owen-Bulldog, Ted DiBiase, 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1997 
Has In Store For Them! Also; Michaels-Hart, 
Pit Bull |, Rey Misterio Jr,, Kevin Nash, 

May 1997; Hogan's Headache: The Pain Is 
Piper! And The Remedy Is Revenge! Also: 
Michaels-Hart, Guerreros, J.C. Ice, gang 
violence, Marc Mero. 

July 1997; Infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The 
NWO Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Sept. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report: Plus: NWO, Shawn-Bret, football 


players, Terry & Dory Funk, Luna. 

Oct. 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels: How 
Low Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, 
ODP & Kimberly, Rhodes family, Keiji Muto, 
Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's 
Career Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn- 
Bret, Jeff Jarrett, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 

Dec. 1997 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, 
Paul Bearer, Brian Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker... 
Then Hogan: Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: 
Steve Austin, Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Ric Flair, 
Dean Malenko. 

April 1998: “We've Won!" Maybe ... But Can 
The NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken 
Shamrock, Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & 
Francine, Rocky Maivia. 

May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into 
Wrestling Hell! Also: Bischoff-Zbyszko, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, Meng & Barbarian, ECW, 
“Hollywood” Hogan. 

June 1998 (Special Issue); “Hol 

Hogan: 10 More Dirt Deeds ... And He's Outta 
Here! Also: Randy Savage, DeGeneration X, 
Jim Comette, Randy Savage, then and now. 
July 1998; Death Wish! Costing Hogan The 
Title isn’t Enough For The Macho Man. Also: 
Headbangers, Ric Flair, Chris Chetti. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's 
Time To Fire Austin. Also; Luna-Sable, Randy 
Savage, Dean Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report: Also; Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill 
Goldberg, Antonio Inoki. 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! 
A WWF-WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just 
Talk! Also: Sable, Undertaker, Randy Savage, 
Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes 
The Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, 
Jarrett-Blackman, Melanie Pillman, Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric 
Flair, Kane, 

Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea 
From A Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, 
Jason Sensation, wrestlers vs. celebrities, 
hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999; Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor 
Series, Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, 
Howard Finkel, three-way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, 
Spike Dudley, Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 
March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. 
Ooh La La, The Undertaker, 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House 
Or White Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, 
Steve Austin, Mankind. 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO 
Reunion! Also: Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, 
Funk-Abdutlah, WWF sideshow. 

June 1999 (Special Issue); Ric Flair: The 10 
Feats He Must Accomplish Before He's 
Through. Also: Rocky Maivia, Juventud 
Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz section. 


COSEP90 OAPRS3  cCHoLgs checked off. | have enclosed $5 for each issue as payment in 
Cocrso = OMAY93 = CJANS7 full or provided my credit card number to charge my purchase 
ONOV90 ONOVS93) (COFEB97 ($20 minimum). 
ORs COMAYSs CldULo7 
FEBS1 
3 MARS! CJUNS4  CsEpg7 — Check or money order he 
CAPRSi OJUL94 [CocTs7 (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
COMAYS1 =QAUG9S =CNOVST 5 \rign g 
Gwe! CNOVes  MOLO? ie 
Qo 
CAUes!  CDECes  CAPRSS O MasterCard # LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
Coca: Cake Mase Expiration Date, _/_ BOX 910 
Oo 
CDEC! GAPRSS UULSs MOYR FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
CUANS2 CIJUL95  GauGes Signature: 
CFEB92 COCT95 (SEP98 
COMAR92 ONOV95 COCT98 Name 
ative Snes oe 
COMAY 92 
OJUN92 MAR96 CHoLge Address Apt, 25 Se 
OWUL92 CAPR96 CJAN99 
COAUGS2 CIMAY96 COFEB99 City 
cere SMes oka 
oO : 
CNOVG2 COSEP96 cCimaygg tate Zip 
= tn z 5 eld ss For all orders outside the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be 
OOFEB93 DEC 96 sent via surface mail, and $3.00 for every back issue to be sent airmail. Int'l 


money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


TOP 10 


STEVE AUSTIN 

252, Victoria, TX 

(1) WWF World champion 

KEVIN NASH 

356, Detroit, MI 

\-) WOW World champion 

THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

(9) No. 2 contonder: WWF World title 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 

228, Ashikaga, Japan 

(+) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
260, Tampa, Fl 

(2) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 
THE ROCK 

272, Miami, FL 

(3) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
SCOTT STEINER 

251, Detroit, MI 

(6) WCW U.S. champlon 

STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

(7) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 


TAG TEAMS 


PERRY SATURN & RAVEN 
Combined weight: 469 pounds 

(5) WCW World tag team champions 

KANE & X-PAC 

Combined weight; 557 pounds 

(1) WWE World tag team champions 

BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight; 585 pounds 

9) ECW tag team champions 


4 SHIRO KOSHINAKA & KENSUKE SASAKI 
Combined weight: 458 pounds 
~) IWGP International tag team champions 
5 BILLY KIDMAN & REY MISTERIO JR. 
Combined weight: 335 pounds 
(2) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
6 BRADSHAW & FAAROOG 
Combined weight: 600 pounds 
10) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
7 CHRIS BENOIT & DEAN MALENKO 
Combined weight: 434 pounds 
(4) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
8 AXL ROTTEN & MAHONEY 
Combined weight: 663 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
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TAZ 
248, Red Hook, NY 


(8) ECW heavyweight champion 


THE GODFATHER 
340, las Vegas, NV 


(-) WWF Intercontinental champion 


wcw 
World Champion: 
KEVIN NASH 
(-) 356, Detroit, MI 
1—SCOTT STEINER 
(1) 251, Detroit, MI 
2—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
(C) 260, Tampa, FL 
3—STING 
(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—BiLL GOLDBERG 
(5) 270, Tulsa, OK 
5—RICK STEINER 
(-) 248, Detroit, MI 
6—BOOKER T 
(7) 250, Harlem, NY 
7—RIC FLAIR 
(4) 243, Charlotte, NC 
8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
(10) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
9—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(6) 140, San Diego, CA 
10—KONNAN 
(8) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
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WWF 
World Champion: 
STEVE AUSTIN 
(C) 252, Victoria, TX 
1—THE GODFATHER 
(1) 340, Las Vegas, NV 
2—THE UNDERTAKER 
(4) 328, parts unknown 
3—THE ROCK 
(2) 272, Miami, FL 
4—PAUL WIGHT 
(5) 500, Atlanta, GA 
5—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(8) 279, Greenwich, CT 
6—KEN SHAMROCK 
(6) 235, San Bernardino, CA 
7—MANKIND 
(3) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
8—AL SNOW 
{-] 232, Lima, OH 
9—BILLY GUNN 
(-) 256, Austin, TX 


10—BiG BOSSMAN 
(-] 310, Cobb County, GA 


Kevin Nash 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
TAZ 
(C) 248, Red Hook, NY 
1—ROB VAN DAM 
(1) 237, Battle Creek, MI 
2—CHRIS CANDIDO 
{4) 226, Carteret, NJ 
3—JERRY LYNN 
(6) 214, Minneapolis, MN 
4—TOMMY DREAMER 
(7) 245, Yonkers, NY 
5—LANCE STORM 
(9) 234, Calgary, Alberta 
6—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 
(3) 225, Waterbury, CT 
7—YOSHIHIRO TAJIRI 
(-] 224, Tokyo, Japan 
8—SUPER CRAZY 
(-) 172, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—NEW JACK 
[-) 225, Philadelphia, PA 
10—LITTLE GUIDO 
(-) 221, Philadelphia, PA 


9g JUN AKIYAMA & KENTA KOBASHI 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 
(8) All-Japan International tag team champions 
10 CHRISTIAN & EDGE 
Combined weight: 465 pounds 
{-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 


NWA 
NWA Champion: 
NAOYA OGAWA 
(C) 286, Tokyo, Japan 
1—DAN SEVERN 
(2) 265, Detroit, MI 
2—COLORADO KID 
(4) 231, Denver, CO 
3—FRENCHY RIVIERA 
(-) 450, Paris, France 
4—GARY STEELE 
(8) 241, London, England 
5—DOUG GILBERT 
(1) 241, Lexington, TN 
6—STEVEN DUNN 
(10) 240, Dallas, TX 
7—KNUCKLES NELSON 
(-) 225, Reno, NV 
8—SAMU 
(7) 310, Allentown, PA 
9—MIKE ROSELLI 
(6) 265, Vancouver, British Columbia 
10—£.Z. RYDER 
(5) 230, Dallas, TX 


OFFICIAL 


RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are 
based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an 
automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) 
indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in 
that category last issue. Note: In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to-date as possible, these pages are often the last to 
be sent to the printer. Thus, the ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder or the issue. 


| For period ended May 14, 1999 | period ended May 14, 1999 


ALL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Boyce LeGrande; 2— 
Maxx Justice; 3—Michael Modest; 4—Vinny Massaro; 5—Frank Murdoch; 6— 
Donovan Morgan; 7—Boom Boom Comini; 8—Nathaniel Sweete; 9—Tony Jones; 
10—hris Ward. 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Rick 
Deezel; 1—Scorpion; 2—Lamont Steele; 3—Robbie Evil; 4—Jammer; 5— 
Robert Roma; 6—Chainz; 7—Terminator X; &—Don Carson; 9—Brian Danzig; 
10—Jackie Anderson. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Christian Cage; 1— 
Mr. Ooh La La; 2—Lance Diamond; 3—Steve Bradley; 4—Christopher Daniels; 
5—Steve Richards; 6—Glen Osbourne; 7—Ace Darling; 8—J.J. The Ring Crew 
Guy; 9—Reckless Youth; 10—Jeff Peterson. 


GLOBAL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Steve Sharp; 1—Bull Hansen; 2—!Jeff 
Jett; 3—New York Nightmare; 4—Tim Storm; 5—Treach Phillips Jr.; 6—Blade 
Boudreaux: 7—Bubba Monroe; 8—Johnny Jet; 9—Bill Ash; 10—James Grizzly. 


MIDWEST RENEGADE WRESTLING: Champion—J. Caster; 1—Pete Madden; 
2—Madman Pondo; 3—Big Bad Ben; 4—Jack Miller; 5—Ty Dalton; 6—Bull 
Pain; 7—Deno Blade; 8—Jimmy Snuka; 9—Jacques LaFours; 10—2 Tuff Tony. 


NWA GEORGIA: Champion—Frenchy Riviera; 1—Silky Boom Boom; 2—Billy 
Black; 3—Bart Sawyer; 4—Lord Humongous; 5—Joel Deaton; 6—T.J. Gray; 
7—Tiger Khan; 8—David Young; 9—Faku; 10—Vic Violent. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 
1—Flash Flanagan; 2—Chris Daniels; 3—Lance Diamond; 4—2 Cold Scorpio; 
5—IJoe E. Legend; 6—Glen Osbourne; 7—Mr. Ooh La La; 8—El Fuego; 9— 
Kodiak Bear; 10—Jeff Peterson. 


POWERHOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Cowboy Bob 
Orton; 1—J.T. Sexxy; 2—The Honky Tonk Man; 3—Rex Hart; 4—Vladimir 
Romanoff; 5—Rod Bell; 6—Kenny Kouragous; 7—Devon Fury; 8—Jackknife; 
9—Chuckie Smoothe; 10—Plotr Romanoff. 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Shane Helms; 1—CW. 
Anderson; 2—Venom; 3—Otto Schwanz; 4—Toad; 5—Matt Hardy; 6—Major 
DeBeers; 7—Natrone Steele; 8—Boris Dragoff; 9—Cham Pain; 10—Jeff Hardy. 


TEXAS CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—kKurt Reigns; 1— 
Hardbody; 2—Iceman Parsons; 3—Conyon; 4—Tommy Nero; 5—Coach; 6— 
Mace; 7—Tejas; 8—Militia Man; 9—Action Jackson; 10—Pendragon. 


TEXAS WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Chip Riggs; 1—Joson Nash; 2— 
Johnny Blade; 3—Sid Sexy; 4—Big Jon Murder; 5—ltalian Icon; 6—Crash; 7— 
Dre; 8—Armageddon; 9—Necro Butcher; 10—Tom Cat. 


WORLD WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—One Man Gang; 1—Mr. Wrestling Ill; 
2—Kevin Northcutt; 3—The Reaper; 4—Tracey Smothers; 5—Sweet Stan Sweetan; 
6—Adrian Steel; 7—Tommy Rich; 8—Chris Adidas; 9—Doink: 10—Terry Bryant. 


NEW JAPAN ALL-JAPAN EMLL AAA 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: EMLL Champion: AAA Champion: 
KELJI MUTO MITSUHARU MISAWA RAYO DE JALISCO JR. PERRO AGUAYO 
(C) 245, Tokyo, Japan (1) 228, Saitama, Japan (C) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (C) 220, Zacatecas, Mexico 
1—KOJI KANEMOTO 1—KENTA KOBASHI 1—DR. WAGNER JR. 1—OCTAGON 
(1) 205, Osaka, Japan (3) 261, Tokyo, Japan (6) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (5) 180, Monterrey, Mexico 
2—GENICHIRO TENRYU 2—VADER 2—ULTIMO GUERRERO 2—PENTAGON 
(-) 235, Fukui, Japan (C) 450, Denver, CO (5) 173, Mexico City, Mexico (3) 175, Pachuca, Mexico 
3—MASA CHONO 3—JUN AKIYAMA 3—SCORPIO JR. 3—LATIN LOVER 
(3) 235, Tokyo, Japan (4) 230, Hiroshima, Japan (2) 195, Nezahaulcoyoti, Mexico (9) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
4—KENSUKE SASAKI 4—JOHNNY ACE 4—BLACK WARRIOR 4—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
(5) 233, Tokyo, Japan (10) 250, San Bernardino, CA (7} 221, Mexico City, Mexico (8) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
5—JUSHIN LIGER 5—BART GUNN 5—NEGRO CASAS 5—CIBERNETICO 
(8) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (-) 256, Austin, TX (3) 175, Mexico City, Mexico {-) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—DON FRYE 6—AKIRA TAUE 6—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 6—ABISMO NEGRO 
(2) 205, Sierra Vista, AZ (2) 265, Tokyo, Japan (1) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (2) 210, Pachua, Mexico 
7—TATSUHITO TAKAIWA 7=—TAKAO OMORI 7—ZUMBIDO 7—FELINO 
{-} 224, Chiba, Japan (9) 221, Tokyo, Japan (4) 210, Acapulco, Mexico (-) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—SHINJIRO OTANI 8—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 8—BLUE PANTHER 8—BLUE DEMON JR. 
(7) 215, Yokohama, Japan (6) 245, Tizhigi, Japan {-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (6) 180, Toluca, Mexico 
9—SHIRO KOSHINAKA TEVE WILLIAMS 9—MASCARA SAGRADA 9—CHARLY MANSON ~ 
(-) 225, Tokyo, Japan {-) 265, Norman, OK (-) 249, Veracruz, Mexico (4) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
10—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 10—WOLF HAWKFIELD 10—GIANT SILVA 10—HEAVY METAL 
(10) 270, Tokyo, Japan (-] 272, New Port Richey, FL (-] 483, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (1) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
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Note to Nash ... You might be a little surprised 
to see Kevin Nash’s name just below that of WWF 
: World champ Steve Austin 
in our Top 10. Sure, he’s the 
new WCW World champion 
and all, but you could make 
the argument that he didn’t 
do much to earn his title shot 
against “Diamond” Dallas 
Page at Slamboree. Re- 
member, Bill Goldberg 
pinned him cleanly at Spring 
Stampede, the pay-per-view 
that was held one month 
earlier. 

The only reason Nash got his title shot was that he 
struck a deal with Ric Flair while Flair was World 
champion and WCW president. Flair guaranteed him 
the World title match at Slamboree if he made sure 
Flair didn’t lose the belt in a four-way match on Nitro 
in April. Since Flair walked out of that particular 
match as the champion, Nash got his title shot. But 
just a few weeks prior to Slamboree, Flair was pinned 
by Page in yet another four-way World title bout. 

So in other words, he didn’t have a whole lot of 
momentum going into his showdown with Page. And 
he was even pinned by DDP in that match—after 
Randy Savage interfered. But thanks to Eric 
Bischoff, who ordered the match restarted, Nash got 
another chance. He made good on that opportunity 
by power-bombing and pinning Page for the champi- 
onship. Since he did win the match cleanly once it 
was restarted, we’ve given him the number-two spot, 
but we won't necessarily keep him there next month 
if he’s still champion. We want to see him put his belt 
on the line regularly and win a lot of matches con- 
vincingly. Prior to his title win, Nash hadn't been 
appearing on many WCW arena shows. 

The WWF, on the other hand, books Austin on 
almost all arena cards, assuming he’s healthy, and 
he defends his belt on a good percentage of those 
cards. 


Kevin Nash 


Tag team stuff. Buh Buh Ray and D-Von 
Dudley moved up a whopping six spots in the tag 
team ratings this month (to number three), but their 
victory for their record sixth ECW tag team title 
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wasn’t one of which they could be particularly proud. 

Since Sabu, a co-holder of the title, had a frac- 
tured jaw and couldn't compete, his partner, Rob 
Van Dam, agreed to defend the title in a singles 
match against D-Von. It’s not the way a tag team title 
should be defended, though it’s hard to blame the 
Dudleys for seeking such a match, since Sabu and 
Van Dam had been ail but ignoring the tag team 
belts. 

Van Dam turned in a great effort during the match, 
but he just couldn't overcome the constant interfer- 
ence of Buh Buh Ray and got pinned. 

Since the Dudleys looked good in their first few 
title defenses, we gave them the spot directly under 
the new WCW World tag team champs, Perry 
Saturn and Raven, and the combustible duo of Kane 
and X-Pac, the reigning WWF champs. 


Defendin’ the I-C be The 
Godfather mtb i the last spot h in our Top 10 this 
month, and given that he held the WWF Inter- 
continental championship at press time, you might 
think we haven’t rated him high enough. 

Our reasoning is that as of this writing, he still 
hadn’t defended the belt against tough enough com- 
petition to earn a better 
ranking. He beat Goldust 
cleanly for the belt, sure, but 
Goldust isn’t one of the elite 
superstars in the WWF right 
now. Godfather’s first few 
defenses were against Tiger 
Ali Singh, a man who has 
been struggling big time in 
recent months. He also took 
on Goldust in rematches and 
battled Jeff Jarrett on Raw 
in late-April, but if he expects 
to move into the top five, we'll need to see him beat 
men like Ken Shamrock, The Undertaker, or The 
Rock. O 


The Godfather 


That’s all for this month. \f you have any questions or thoughts 
about all the injuries in wrestling right now, we want to hear 


from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o THe Wrestler, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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you want and. it’s only a phone call away. 


| Cc lf it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on V/, N 


the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get’ all the breaking stories from every federation, 
pal she Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
if youll be the first to learn about .. 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Y ateres 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information \ Y € aad 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
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IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 
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